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L-beit the unbounded liberty af: ghe, preſs many: lubigicgtly war- 
rant my neceſſary undertaking ; and that a madelt , avd ncedtul- 
|; Apologie, free from all prilig:1, PF wlawtul Aymis, rpay tice, 
| by an ordinary charity exculcd ; 1t,nor fully juRtityed ; vel-Þ bad 
Dot run the hazard of the publique {enivre. being caviciang. of my owne 
incapacity , bad | not. beep 13 ucey therewne by ame reafopable preſ- 
fages, 'thar the end ot @y mlorwunes, (wich can Hode ng aber period) 
and that bf my lite, neexly approaches. | aig, 140023 4:50 Lavy "= 
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1. Neithif had this alone prevailed withmee ; nalgſs canſirain'd there- 
unto by theſnjuſt and (to any ingenious vature ) moſt in{upportable. in- 
juries, and/Ealomnics, of ſome, who are twrally ignorant of the truth of 
my affairesz nor have ever bagthelealt grayacarioh 4.0p my; part,16 cau- 
ver the. cruelty of their. ſecret prafliles,, and obſcure! proccedipgs againſt. 
mee; to. rhe. endangering of my lite, . even fincq came. in this Pravince 
of Freesland; which: ( next the protection at God) L.thinke has been 
chicfly preſerved by my neglecting 1t: I nor being ignorantot mycanger,. 
nor of the cautes thereof, which I-ſaw no certaine meanes. of preventing, 
but by flight, disguiſe, and concealment;! which I baveencr thiovgh the 
whole cours ot. my great ttoubles, been refolved againlt ;. cbuſing rather 
to dye once, ih.could not. fairly defend my Glte; 4hen live-in fear of. 
dying always: Eſpecaally having a long time, conſidered death-(it-not in 
a dichonourableway) as the oply end of my .calamutics, which $.could rea» 
fonably hope for, and-my.moſt re azite... 1 hi on aw 1 it 
(ity W002 { 2 n6tes) avon: JE of inganadIqnu bets , mats. boog mock 
2: No lefs have itheic faniſter: and: thaljtious. praftices ;'| conttibutdd: 
to the traverſing of my fortune, which (I.atn perſuaded) had:nov ather- 
wiſe , been thus bh deſolate and obſcure: by aro re jalouſies , and- 
indignation of ſanie ; . who I have never willingly offended; nor other- 
wiſe, then through the Cs ſy of my affaires. heeretofore; 
and the indiſpenſable compullions of: honour; which would net permit me 
to doe what I might) and moſt others. would):have done; nor to havelefr 
undone, whatin policy, andthe general praftice of mankind; I onght to- | 
have avoided, as eſſentially needful ro my intereſts, and to the raiſing me, 
4. ofthis lepulcher, wherein I haye w ſome years lain buried _ 
. | 


(4) 
which peradventure I ſhould not have come ſhort of , had I not been ſe- 
cretly calomniated, and- circumvented, by underground, darck, and un 
ayow'd (or rather neverto bee avowed) mines, and-traines, which in ſome 
kind, have not alittle contributed, to the rendring my wopnds incurea« 


7 


ble, as well in England as. clswhere. - \-igpGe7? £ 
x |; 3: 'LÞ ' i i | . 


3. This being really my cafe, is alſo the fole caufe, why FE am enforced 
to expoſe my diſcreation to the capritious ſenſure of critiques , rather 
| then to abandone my honour, by a womaniſh modeſty, timiditie and f1- 
lence: leavingitheſeperſons triumphant in their victorie, which they have 
atchived by indire&t, and moſt uiyuſt - means, I am nor ignorant, what 
wrongs haye bcen done mee, by whom, and how ;- but know I ſhall -never 
be openly accuſed, and by conſequence, not have any occaſion of vin- 
dicating my ſelte, but by this means, to which onely I cati haverecourſe, 
and although, 1 am far trom al hope of mar ng ne Ehaveloſt ; yet 
I ſhall endeavour to let ſome'{ee demonſtratively, how fartheir credulity 
has been abuſed, and my-innocency wrong'd;- which I can no otherwiſe 
performe', then by declaring truly, and fincerely, whatT have done, or not 
done; leaving it to the judgment, and ſentence, of all unprejudiced, and 
unpaſſionate perſons, to what degree I haye been cither unfortunate, ar 
criminel, . v 4 X 

4; What my xransaCtions have beer in fome great conjoncures, I ſhall 
be as ſincere and candid'in; as if my eternal happineſs, or mifery, de- 
- pended on the truth, or falſchood, of what-I here expoſe,” ro. the com- 
mon view: which I onely make publique for the vindication-of my honour, 
though 1 clearly-toreſee., my intereſt may ſuffer by it z which.weighs Jac 
little with mee, that if this adveinure meets but withacharitabje. reception 
from good men, andunpreoccupied; I beleeye (as tar as I know my felt) 


E ſhalt noo be machtroubled, if! my death ſhould proveinmediatdly after 
ft: Ss ene cor ads 9 


the Epilogue, to this tragedy.” * 
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Ez T 17.years of age , I began to ferve the Tate King of 
DES happy memory, Charles theFirſt , being incient un- 
V7) der my Lord Aſhley, General Major of the Army, in 

4 the firſt expedition. againſt the Scots; an Accord was 
© | \ made as other agreements in thoſe times, of very ſhort 
WD continuance; {ot the ſpring following, the war was the 
ADP WIS=SS ſccondtime declared in that expedition, I was firſt Leu- 
tenant "in the Regiment of Colonel Henry Wentworth, brother to the 
Earl of Cleveland ; ſhortly after,a Compagnie falling vacant in the ſame Re- 
giment, by the fayour of the King F obtain*d it. In the ſpace of a year the peace 
was again made,and the Armies disbanded. The war'berwixt the Kingand the 
Parliament followed ſhortly aftet-; I continued in his Majeſties intereſt and 
ſervice.; I commanded the Regiment of the late Duke of Somerſent, at that 
time Marqueſs of Hartford. Generall for the King in the Weſterne Pro« 


vinces, 


2. In'the firſt incounter, Which Arrived betwixt his Majeſties and the 
Paglaments forces; I was hurt and taken Priſoner; brought ſo to London, 
by the late Lord Hollis, at that tyme Colonel under the Parlament. Not 
long after, being at liberty; the King honnoured mee with a Commiſſion , 
fora Regimeny ;; nor being at that ryme, full twenty yearsold: having 

evied it, 1 retuned to,Oxford , where his Majeſty held his court. *Few days 
after, his Hyghnels Prince Robber, ' gave me a Commiſſion, which he 
had procured of the King ; to be Governour of Malmesbury; whereof 
I knewnotany thing, before he was pleaſed to deliver it mee. About the 
month of April following ; his Majeſty ſent mee order: {being prefled for 
troupes) to march with threeRegiments'of foote-, and as many Compag= 
nies of hotfe,, to Joynehis Atmy; for the" relief of Reading; belieged by: 
the Earle of Efſex 3 and'was rendered by Colonel Fielding , at the ſame 
tymethe King arrived there';” which might greatly baye endangered his Ars. 
my ; had theEnemy ſeen', and'made ufe of their adyantage. 

"3. In themonth of June following*; -his Majeſtic fent Prinee:Maurits ,: 
and the Ditke of Somerſer with an Atmy ifto the welt , whereof:my-Regt- 
ment was part; to. Joyne with'My Lord Hopton , and Lord Berkeley ; who. 
had beaten the Parlethenty forces, Commanded by the Earle af:Stamford, 
riot long befare, in the Province of Cornwell, the Conjunction,was made ; 
the towns of Weymouth Dm 7-— Eazl';okiShaffshnty was: lefe 
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(6) 
Gouvernour) Taunton , and Bridwater-being taken, and garriſons placed 
in them; the body of the Army Marchcd, towards Generall Waller, ha- 
yeing firſt bfached my Lord Berkelay , with four Regiments of foore, 


" and ſome few troupes of horſe , to blocque up Exeter, to ſenent the 


Earl of Stamf.Jrds raifing of forces in Devonshire. Wha.was Generall in 
the Welt tor the Parlament; but after the Batraile of Stratton-reduced to 
the Gouvernmenr of that City. 


4. The firſt day, wee came before it; the Enemy defpiling our ſmall Nume 
ber ; (illied out, witha very conliderable party z but was vigorously repul- 
{ed, bcaten, and ſome of thcir out worcks, and the {ſouth ſubburbs poſe 
telſ-d; which by reaſon oft our wantoat Amuniton ; and our tew forces. 
wee quirted of our own accord, very many of their men where killed , and 
taken priſoners. The licge continued about twoe months; the Parlement- 
endcavourcd twice to ſuccourit, once by land, from plimouth, and Dart- 
mouth; which where ſurpriſed in their march, beaten and totally Diſlipated. 
- Secondly by fea,,, with the Parlaments fleet ,, commanded. by. the Earl 
of Warwich , having two thowſand ſouldiers aboarde , which hedeſigned 
to land at Apſom, under the favour ot his Cannon ; but was preventedby, 
our ſinking (the night before) divers veſſels with ſtones in the Channel, 


He endeayoured to land at other places on theſtrand, in his long Botes ; 


bug was always repulſed with loſs, one ofhis ſhips was fired by us ;. avotber 
ſo raked through , by our Cannon ; that they were Conltrayned ta fire" it 
themſclycs, . voz ablgto bring it of, | | 


5. Abouxthis time Briſtol wastaken by the Kings forces, Prince Mau. 
rirsarrived betore Exeter, with about 3oo0 Cornish toote,, and fome hor« 
ſe; having viewed all the quarters, and Approches; reſolved on an Atta- 
que; bythe ſouth gate; which was Commuted to Colonel Chudly , and 
mee; with 2000 men , the manner let; $6ourſelyes, ax the place where 
wee intended to fallon; the enemy had 9: out 4-E rh yanced from 
the ſouthgate , the diſtance - — ſhot ,o _ 3 or 400 men; with 
a line of communication from ;tie port ,. to the optworkgs, which, wee 
could perceive was but fuightly mand; wee ford yh ps 1s þ Pi. 
kemen, with piſtols by their {ydes;- that light marches thould gor Icoyer 
our deligne; to marchſilently an bowes betore þ * day,.t9 


_ . 


ne jointly, by way of ſurpriſe: he on the left hand oc t theourguarde 
x0 theright, ter the port; bopsing therchy (i Luccels bull) 6g car of 
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the retreat of the Enemy, which weedid; by this meanes all in the oat 
works., -wereeither killed , ortaken. Whereupon wee Lodged our ſelve 
under che: wall, reaſnably wel couvered ; ſoeneer the Doo avidin) du 
for Attempt 3 ſally: jt this condition and conſternation ; they beat apar- 
hey., defivetl a treaty ;; ſent out hoſtages; Sir Richard Cave and1, were 
employedto treat, and badthe place renderedeven on our owne tearmes. 


6.. Having refreſhed the Army , twelve or fourteen days, the Prince 
marched ro Dartmomb , though latein the year, to begin a ſicge; before 
the ſereral Quatters were fully fixed, his Highneſs; the Earl of Marborow, 
General ofthe —_ c. and Major General Baſſer,fell all threeat one ti- 
me dangerouſly ſick, which caufed diſorder and delay ; the greateſt part of the 
Officers wete inclined to raiſe the fiege , andretirethe Armyinto Winter- 
quarters: Sir Richard Cave, Colonel Chudley, and my. {clfe oppoſed it, 
and wrote to My Lord Berkeley, (who was Gouyernour as well of the Pro. 
vince, as of Exeter) to-come to the Army ; at whoſe arrival reſolution 
was taken toattacque the Townin twoplaces: Colonel Chudley, and my 
ſelfe were ordered ( as at exeter) to aflault one poſt, jn diversplaces, he 
ertcred the firſt, beat the Enemy out of ſome Workes, but being un- 
fotrunaely killed, his Troupes were repulſed; thoſe I commanded en- 
tered likewiſe, drove them from all their outworks, which was their chief 
ſtrenght in that quarter ; 4fid commanded the Towne , which immedia- 
tely treated, and rendered: whereof Colonel Seymour was made Gous« 
verhour. 


7, Towards the end of Ocober', the King ſent. order to my Lord 
Berckely; to diſpatch mee with my own Regiment, and what othertrou- 
pes he could ſpare, with all expedition, to joyne with my Lord Hoptons 
Army , for the feliet of Baſing, then beſteged by Sir William Waller. 
I was immediately ſent away with a Brigade of Foot, conſiſting of his 
Lordſhips Sir William Courtenays ( not he of Devonlhire, but another 
of the fate name) Sir John'Acklands, ColonelStrangeways, and my own 
Regitnent: withthree croupes of Horſe: I joyned my Lord Hoptons 
Army ; Baſing was relieved, Waller retired, incamped advantagiouſly 
under Farmham Caſtel ; General Hopton followed him; preſented him 
Battaile; the one would not diflodge, nor the other attacque him as he Jay; 
the day following, a Councel of war was held , about the beginning of De. 
cember , where it wasrcfolved , that the Amy thould feparate into four 


Brigades, and retire tro Winger- quarters, one with my Lord Hopten to 
Wins 


| (8) 
Wincheſter, another under Sir Charles Pavaſour to Alsford , a third 


Commanded by Colonel Roles to Alton, the foarth- with mee to Peters. 


field, the Horſe were divided accordingly, @ party withevery-Brigad6 of 
\Foore, whereot I had with mee Sir Edward StowelsRegiment of-Cavalle« 
ry," Sir-Pdward Fords, 'Sir Edward Bifkops;> fhar'Troupes of my Lord 
BelHiſis bis Regiment, commarided by his'Mijo# Boveb; ! with whexhree 
Tronpes'which' cane. with mee out- of Neventhire,- Qne prefenr'ar the 
Councel,declaree his opinion, that it was dangerousto divide the Army 
into ſo mang%open quarters; whileft Sir William Wallers remained in one 
entire Bodie , fince he'conld in one- night (YShis cuſtome:was- to» march) 
force any of the neereft p him, befors'the'others'could bg adverriſed; 
joine, and' ſuccour the quarter-actacqued zithis comming from a verry 
youngman was negleRed as of no moment, though theconfequence, ten 
days afrer, made it appeire, as one*of Caflandra's prediftions, which though 
always.true, wereneyer believed, till accompliſhed, or paſtremedy.- ; 


- 8: Four of five days after, my Lord Berkeley artived at my quarter, 
from Oxtord, bringing with him Sir William Butler his Regiment of 
Horfe ,, - with 'the Kings commands , to march incontinently to- 
wards Arundel, to take it if poſſible. I marched all tueſday with the 
Horſe, -and '#s many 'Muſqueriers-as I could mount , being favoured by 
a creat miſt, /without-any diſcovery, about four of the clock, wedne(- 
day morning, wee ſurpriſed, and forced the Towne; the greateſt part of 
the Encmiererired into the Caſtel, which was rendered the Saturday Cllows 
ing (when my foote came up) that the Souldiers ſhould goe whither they 
would, leavingall Armes, and Amunition , both of war, and mouth hay- 
ihg ic three Of font days, giverthe necefiary orders, touching the defence of 
the Town and Caſtel; 1 left: Sir Edward [Ford there, with 400. Foote, 
marching all night with the reſt! (arthe inſtances of Sir William Batler, 
whom. his 'Majeftie had made*'Sherit of Kent) :hoping to have taken 
Bramber Caſtel; but were prevented by .Colanel :Morley , and Sir Michael 
Livelic, who had poſſefied themſelves of theplacennd paſſage over the Ri- 
veep with'abourt 520900 Men; ouvat Kent, whileſt, I was {ecking another 
torde; where 1: might paſsthe: River 'with more: conveniencic then in the 
face of the Enemy ; my, Lord Hoptog byian- Expreſs , ſent mee ad- 
vertiſement , that the General Waller (as was'foreſeen, and foretold ) 
marching all the night from Farnham, to Alton, had torcedthat quarter, 
about breake of day , killed Colonel Boles who commanded the Brigade, 
and all the ſoldjers cither cut of, or taken prilonners,, and totaly diſſipated 
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b * (9) 
the Earl of Crawfords Brigade of horſe, which misfortune” had ſoe weak- 
ned his Army , that he could not hinder the enemies progreſs , which he 
was perſuaded would be ſor the recoyery of Arundel, before it could be 
provided of all things, peceflery for its defence ; which he recommended 
to mee with great carneſtneſs, deſiring mee to keep what forces I thought 


 needful fortheplace, andro ſend back Sir William Butler, with the reſt, 


to join his Army; aſſuring mee, that it I were beſieged, he would-relieyc 
mee incight days; exſpeRing ſuddainely forces from Oxford, 


. I retaih'd neer $00 Foote, with the four Companies of my Lord Bel. 

18s Regiment of Horſe, and my own Troupe ; ſending back all I could, 
under the Command of Sir William Butler; in leſs'then four and twenty 
howers after, Genetal Wallets Army appearcd before the Town , which I 
reſolved to defend, as long as I could; and in caſe of neceſlitie to retire 
tothe Caſtel, it was afauked in three places, and no fortifications, but 
the ruines of an old wal, and without it (at ſome diſtance) a more ancient 


' Line, and Ditch; but without Flanque ; where I judged they might be 


moſt uſeful, I placed Major Bovel with his horſe; and perceiving not far 
from mee, that a conſiderable bodie of the enemies Foot had paſſed the 
Line, with eight or ten blew Collours, which were of Sir Arthur Haſelrigs 
Regiment, commanded by Colonel Birch (who I think ſtill lives) and began 
to range themſelves in order; I deſired Major Boyel to charge them with * 
me , for if we brake them not , the Caſtle might be loſt as well as the 


town; we charg'd, routed, and drove them back over the Line: Colonel 


Birch was (as I remember) wounded in the bellie, and one Captaine Be- 
del caſting himſelf amongſt the dead bodies (as it kilPd ) was diſcover'd, 
and taken priſoner : my horſe was ſhot with a musket-bullet in the hip, 
and fell with mee; I had (aparently) been killed, unleſs reſcued by ſome 
Officers of my Lord Bellaſis Regiment: Another poſt where Major Flet- 
cher commanded , was forced ; he dangerouſly wounded, and taken pri- 
ſoner; with great difficulty wee retired into the Caſtel, where the Enemie 
thought to haye entered withus , but was repulſed. 


Io, In theiſe conflits many were killd on bothſides. I found means 
to adyertiſe the King of the ſtate of the place, both as to its ſtrenghr 
Amunition,”and Viftual; of the twoe laſt wee were wery ill provided, by 
reaſon of the ſuddaineſs of the ſiege, as ſoon it was taken. I receiv'd afſu- 
rance from his Maxeſtie , that within _ or twelye days, I ſhould be ſuc. 

cou- 


(10) 
coured; if I'could defendit ſolonge, which was (in fome manner) endea- 
youred, but ſucceeded not. I heldir out fave arid twenty days, to great ex- 
tremitie, it was rendered by the Councel of War, upon quarter for life: 


+I never ſigned the Capitulation, and might have been deny'd the benefit of 


the Articles, and quarter , had General Waller been cruel, Of aboye gog 


| Officers, and Souldiers, Horſeand Foote, which1 retain'd beforethefiege ; 


few more then 200 marehed out, the reſt either killed, or dead of the bloo- 
dy flux , andſpotted feayour; with the firſt whereof I was my ſelfe attac- 
qued, as ſoon as recovered; I was ſent priſoner upon my parolle to Lon- 
don, without guards , were rendering my felfe ; I was: committed to 
the Tower; remaining there about ſix months, until I had libertie from 
the Earl of Eſſex, to procurethe freedom of Sir Ellis Layton (at that time 
Colonel of horſe under the Parliament) and of one Whyte, Capitain in 
the ſame Regiment ,in Exchange, or to ceturn againto the Tower within 
cight and twenty days. | 


11. The King granted their libertie, as ſoon as Iarnvedat Oxford, where 
I ftayd but two days, and went poſt to Exeter by his Majeſties commands, 
having diſpatcht my affaires, for which I was ſent, I returned towards Ox- 
ford; on the way I underſtood, that the Earl of Eſſex, and General W al. 
ler, were before it, the King brake through them, with what forces he had 


* andrctired to Worcheſter; Waller followed him: Eflex halted ſome time 


at Burford , neer which, in my way; 1 fell into a ſmall party of ſtragling 
Souldjers , withont any Officer; L told them I had the Earl of Eſſex his 
paſs for 28. days; thatnot morethen halfe the time -— 4A , and was 
therefore free ; that ſatisfyed them not; I was unwilling to be taken ha« 
ving papers of importance, and cyters in my cloths, and fadle; I was 
wounded in my lefteye, and in danger to have loſt it by the blowe of a 
piſtol, which had been fyred in vaine; I was made priſonner, brought to 
Eſſex, who cauſed me to bedrefled by his Chirurgeon for 2 or 3 days, and 
ſet me at libertie, according to my paſs: I went to Oxford, where I re- 
mainedtill cured, and then returned toExeter, 


12, Prince Maurits , who hadallways honoured mee with his favour, in 
whole ſervice I had not been unlucky , employed mee in his Army ; the 
Earl of Eſſex marched Weſtward, ;whereof his Highneſs being advertiſed, 
role from betore Plymouth, and ſtrengthned with 2000 Cornish men, re- 
ſolved to march to Exeſter ,] and there encampe, under the ſhelter of the 

| Town 
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(17) 
* Town, andRiver, to keep himſelf from the neceſſitie of a Battaile, being 7 
| very inferior in number to the Enemy; the ſame day the Prince matched 
from Okhampton, the Earl in the evening arrived at Tiverton, we at 
Kirronz ſome Quarter-maſters of both Armies encountered, to make 
quarters in the ſame places; which was the firſt adyertiſſement wee had, 
where he was; andI believe he knew as little of us: upon the allarme the 
Prince diſpatched mee with a thouſand Foote, and ſome Horſe, in the 
night to poſſeſs Exbridg, leaſt the enemie ſhould have been before hand; 
I did it, and caſt up a breſt worke,, His Highneſs followed withthe Armie 
the Earl perſued his marchto Plicmouth , and thence into Cornwel ; leay- 
ing the Prince, which ſcem'd ſitangeto moſt. I conjectured at his reaſon, 
and found ſhortly after, that l had not divined amiſs , but therecite is long, 
and here needleſs. | 
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' _ 13.Thevery ſameday,his Highneſs received an Expreſs from the King in 
; Cypher, whereby he was adyertiſed , that his Majeſty had beaten Wat- 
' lers Armie,, at Croplic vriegs and was on his march to joyne both Armies 

in the Weſt, if poſſible : His Majeſtie not knowing certainly , whither 
our Armie was come Eaſtward of Eſſex or not, thus unknown to either, 
things where in, as good a poſture, as if concerted; the Prince ſeat mec 
immediately. zo:the King, with an account of all, 


'14. - I methis Majeſtiein march towards chard , being joined, his Ma« 
jeſtie followed Eflex; wee would have come toa bataille, he not; wee 
encamped neer together; wee had dayly ſcermiſhes ; our defigne was to 
ſtreigthen them for vicuals; at the end of about 14. days, his horſg broke 
through Eaſtward, under Lieutenant Genera} Balfourd, the Foote diſz 
puted their pot awhile, andthen capitulated, to leave their Arms, Col- 
lours, Artillerje,, Ammunition, and Bagage, and to. march away with 
cudgels onely. Eſſex embarqued himſelt at Foy, this blemiſhed his repus 
2 tation, and {ſhortly after loſt him the Generalat. 


_ SH ERR CESTOAIZS ASS. 


* - 15. TheKing marched towards Oxford, in his way thither was ſorced, 
: tothe ſecond battaile of Newbury, were his Armie was fomething unfortu-, 
* nate, and had been more {oe, if the jealouſies (or rather the Diamerrally - 
; oppolite principles, and aimes) of the Chiefs of the Enemie, hadnot at 
© that time (in ſomekinde) fayourzd his Majeſtic. . . <a 
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1, The Winter following, the whole model of the Parliaments Mili. 
tic was changed, the Earles of Mancheſter, Eflex, and General Waller 
put out: Fairfax made General, Cromwel Leutenant General, and the 
officers and ſouldiers compoſing the Niew Armie ; ſorthe moſt part ( if 
not all) at Cromwels deyotion, almoſt all confiderable perſons of the 
Preſbiterean partie put out. The King had for the following ſomer af. 
ſembled, rather a good then a great Armie, betwixt which (deſpiſing the 
new model) and that of the Parliament, was fought that fatal battaile of 
Naesby, where his Majeſtie loſt his Armie, and as the unfortunate Cons 
ſequence thereof, not long aſter, his Crown and Lite, 


17. The King being returned to Oxford the Winter following, em- 
ploy'd me to London (Sir John Bamfield hayeing procured me a paſs to 
returne thither) to penetrateas far as was poſlible, into the deſignes of the 
two parties in the Parliament, in relation to his Majeſties Perſon and Au- 
thoritie. I wanted neither means, nor aſliduitie, to performe what I was 
commanded. 1 found the one very ſevere in their principles, as wel to 
the Civile, as Eccleſiaſtical Gouyernment: theother which was influenced 
entirely by Cromwel, reſolved ( and — tochange and deſtroye 
both; I clearly fawe, by Joyning, withthefirſt, therooteof monarchy, 


wasto be preſerved , and did believe, the branches would againegrowe out * 


totruſt the latter , I ſaw no reaſnable ground ; what eyer the ſpecious pres 
rences of fomeamongſt them were ; in their ſecret Correſpondency with 
perſons, of greatquality , andnoleſs credit about the King, 


18, The Bulke of theparty, and the leading men ( as Iknew, always 
fayd; and writ both tothe King himſelte, and divers others of the greateſt 


A. AO 20 _ — 


quality ; ſome whereof yet live ) were reſolyed upon an entire ſubyerſion | 


of monarchie , and the Eſtabliſhment ofa new Gouernment. 


19. Having (as Ithought) light ſufficient , to make theſe twoe points; 
as Clear, as by a Mathematical demonſtration; I deſguiſed my ſelfe, in my 
Groomes Clothes; and went with the Tame Carrier to that Towne; and 


thence on foote to Oxford ;* where I Entered in the Evening, without being * 
knownetoany; onely the Captaine of the guard cauſed me to be brought 


to Sir Thomas Glemham , who was then Gouyernour; but I was ſo diſgui- 


ſed that he knew me not ; Itould him inprivate that I camefrom London + 


” wow” 


about ſome affayres which Concerned his Majeſtie ; deſiring him to appoint | 


| CR © | 

me to fome convenient place; where I might be private; and that he would 
ſend one of his ſervants tro Mr.” Oudart (who at that tyme was Under- Secres 
tary to Sir Edward Nicolas principale Secretary of State) to come to me; 
which he Immediately did , and returned forthwith, to acquaint the King 
with my arival, who ſent him back, with his commands to put the heads 
of what I had to ſay rohim in wryting, that he might have time toconſider 
of it, and would ſpeak with me (at large) the night following; inthe day, 
it being almoſt impoſſible , without diſcovery. 


20, . Accordingly , about eight of theclock , thenext evening , I was 
brought where his Majeſty was ; none being preſent but Mr, Secretary Ni- 
colas; theDukeof York; came in for a moment to receive his fathers Be. 
nediction , before his going to his reſt, The King debated at large Every 
point, andcircumſtance, contained in my memorial; being ar that tyme 
fully convinced thathe could not exſpeRany thing, butruine fromthe Ar. 
my, andthere adherents in theParlament; giving me newe inftrutions, 
concerning divers eminent perſons, of the Presbiterean party , with letters 
to two of the Chief; andto a great and a wiſe Lady , who was in extraor- 
dinary credit , and had much influence upon the transaRtions of thoſe ty= 
mes. His Majeſtie commanded me to acquaint the Queen, from tyme to 
tyme, withall that paſſed betwixt him, and me, and of all my transaQtions 
concerning his ſeryice; which I could better doe from London, then he 
from Oxford, which Idid performe, by a conſtant Correſpondence, with 
the Earle of S*. Albans, during the ſpace of about three Years , untill ] 
was commanded out of England for other ſervices. 


21. TheKing having charged me, with newInſtruQtions, letters, and 
all things expedient for Fis ſervice, diſpatched me againe to London : when 
Imediately upon my arrivall I ſpake with thoſe, ro whom his Majeſtie had 
written; two whereof where unwilling to receiye their letters; but con. 
tented to hearthemread ; and after to ſee the hand, and ſignature which 
they knew to haye beenall his owne. | | 


22. By theſe means , ſome where gained by publique, others by their 
owne particular Intereſts: a few , who had been his Majeſties menial ſer- 
vants, andin his favour; Ithinke repepted really what they had done; and 


reſolycdto efface, What had paſſed, by their future fidelity 
: - J 23. But 
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23. But much the greateſt part where brought about , through the ap. . 


prehenſion , that the power ofthe Army , which dayly encreaſed , would 
overgrow the authorithy of Parliament ; treading under foote all lawes , 
and conſtitutions changing the Gouyerment', and Gouvernours ; as 
frequently as the Pretorian Chohorts , did that of Rome , whereby the 
publique miſeries, of thepreceding civite war , might proye but the prolo.- 
guetothe following tragedy; Anarchy, ulurpation, and tyranny ; which 
begun, was nouriſhed , and endedin blood: as the whole world , has beca 
witneſs of. 


2.4. Not longafter, Ihad left the King atOxford; the Army havin 
reduced, all the reſt of the Nation (ſome few places excepted ) marche 
towardsthat Citty, to beſiege both his Majeſtic and it ; who being reſolyed 
not to fall into their hands, as long as he could ayoydeirt, was conſtrained 
to {aye himſelf diſguiſed in an Ecclefiaſticall habit: which was the moſt pro« 
per he could aſſume who nor long after , ſacrificed his life, for. the maintainin 
of that profeſſion ; which he was tully convinced, was of Apoſtolical In. 
ſtitution; and had ſworne at his Coronation to upholde ; as it had been 
eſtablished by law , at the firſt ſolid reformation under thc Reigne of Queen 
Eliſabeth, who thougha moſt Zcalous Proteſtant ; and the greatelt pillar 
of the reformed Religion, throuwghout all Chriſtendome z could never be 
induced upon any conſideration, to the. taking away of the Epiſcopal fun. 


Kion. | 


25. TheKing haveing for that tyme, thus Eſcaped ;threw himfelf upon 
the Scotish Army, whichthen beſieged Newarke; and upon the rendering 
ofthe Place , was conducted to New. Caſtle: Whither (Imediately at his 
arrivall) he ſent me bis commands to Come with all diligence : haveing 
obeyed , his Majeſtie was Pleaſed to Acquaint me, with the' State of his 
affaires , with the Scots ; Whoſe a, towards him, had not Given 
him the Satiſfation , which he rcaſnably hoped for when he had yolopta- 
rily, betaken him ſelfetothem , for Retuge in his diſtreſs: haveing heard 
all I had torepreſent, concerning the afftaires at London , wichcould any 


ways r&lateto,his perſon , or Intreſt ; .fince. his Eſcape from Oxford: he 


commanded me , to make a ſhort deduction, of all , in, writing to leaye 


with him, for therefreshment of his Memory. 


25. Hayeing remained there a few days: his Majeſtye was pleaſed to 


truſt 
\ 
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' hazardmorethenall the others ; had credit ; and was eyery moment inci- 


| Ig | 
traſt me with new Inſtructions , according tothe change , and Exigence 
of his affaires; and to diſpatch me back to London. 


27. Not long afterI receaveda Letter frombim by an expreſs whome he 
eminently truſted , to whole Information ,' he referd me chiefly in the 
tollowing termes. 


The Severall ends I have in this deſpatch, I have fully communicated ts 
. the Bearer 5 reſulting from what you left with me , when you where 
Heere ; \and from what you, . and others have written to me fince 3 
the Particulars are to long ,, and troubleſome , to bee put in chypher, 
and to important'to be hazarded ont of it : Wherfore I muſt refer you to 
hin for anſwer , to your two laſt , aud for direftion in your conduft, 
Touching what. you have propownded. 


Your aſſured frend 
CHARLES R. 


2 


28, Part of this Buſineſs needs not to bee mentioned Heere , being in 
ſome Kinde particular ; relating to what degree two or three perſons, 
might, or might not be truſted , and in what Maters 2 but the princi- 
pall thereof was, to Engage the EarlotEfſex , the Earl of Holland, My+ 
lord Willoby of Parham , with ſcverall others of both houſes; ſo te con+ 
trivethe Buſineſs ; by their owne , and frends credit : that the propoſi- 
tions of the Parliament, which were reſolved, ſhould bedrawne up (upon 
his Maj. meſlage a litle before , preſſing earneſtly a treaty ) migt be as mo- 


derate, as poſſible Could be Procured ; and that ſuch commiſſioners ( by 


the influence of theiſe omg might be choſen to compile them , as neer 
the model, which his Matic, had giyen in writing , to the perſon all ready 
mentioned, as Could be efftefted. 1 


29. The buſineſs was communicared , where it was moſt convenient : 
but the fudaine death of the Earle of Eflex , throwgh an appoplexy , ren- 
dered the propoſitions more harsh , and difficult ; then peradventure they 
would have been , had helived ; whoe was animated ; reſolute; would 


ted 


-Somerler, 


ted, bythe inflaence , and perſuations of his ſiſter , thelate Dutchels of 


30. However » Cromwell , the army , and their adherents, in Parlia- 
ment , fearing the very poſſibility ofthe Kings aſſent ; in that extremity 
of his affaires : and by conſequence , the fruſtration of their deſigns , le- 


ading to the deſtruction of his perſon , and the ſubverſion of Monarchy ; - 


Employdallthe artifices [maginable , to have the King deſpoled to rejet 
entircly , the propoſitions , Withour ſoe much as demanding any treaty , 
or Explication : which they concluded, would.diſguſt (co thar height ) 
both the Scotch, and {eyerer ofthe Engliſh Preſbitercans ( as indeed it did ) 
that they ſhould the ealilier arrive at their great defigne., in the. oyer- 
throwe of all; as it after fell out, and chiefly throwgh that maxime, which 
heallalong perſaed, of keeping the King , and Preſbiterans from agreeing - 
whereof the ſucceſs, was evenat that tymeclearly probable. | 


31. To this end, they connived at the eſcape of a perſon out of the 
tower , there Priſoner ; and in reaſnable credit, with the King : being 
moreover, a clergy Man ; animated in the higheſt degree , againſt the 
Scotch, and Preſbitereans ; wasavery proper inſtrament for their deſigne ; 
thowgh I ſhall doe him that right , as to declaer my perſuation ; that he 
ſuſpeCted nor thedeceit wherein he was flattered , employed , and decea- 
ved; as many others were, unblemiſhedly faithfull ro the King , butto 
credulous. This man (asI haveſayd) eſcaped ; made his ſpeedy repaire 
to Niew Caſtel ; being fortified with powerfull recommendations , xm 
twoe, orthree, great, and worthy perſons. 


32. The ſame day that he parted from London , one whoc was at that 
tyme, very intimately my frend , and intheſecret ; gave me a viſit ; tel- 
ling mce, (with joyeeven in his eyes) that hecame to tell me the beſt ne- 
wes , that ever I had heard ; being a particular recite , of the Eſcape of 
the fore Mentioned perſon ; with his Meſlage , inſtructions : and the ou- 
verteurs he was charged with, to his Maj, from fome of the army ; ;and prin- 
cipal perſons , of their adherents ; whoe as he ſayd were abſolutely reſols 
ved toreſtore theKing ; upon his utterly rejeting the Parliaments Pro- 
poſitions ; and praunting them a full liberty of conſcience; and ſuch a po+ 
wer inthe Militia, as might ſecure all to them, which his Maj. ( as affaires 
Rivod) ſhould finde himftclfe neceſlitated toaccord them. 

: Se, 39. 
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Se. 33. Headded(as allready intryumph ) that the buſineſs was as good 


| asdone; and that in lets then three months, we ſhould ſee the Kingon 


his throne; and in the full Execution of his Regal authority haveing heard 
bim, with great attention ( for his diſcource was weighty , thowgh hisjudg- 
ment deluded ) without one word of interuption ; I anſwered himat lenght, 
that I was ſorry , I could not rejoice with him , at his triumphant niewes; 
which I ſhould undoubtedly doe , as muchas any Man alive ; if I*believea 
the ſucceſs would prove , what he and thoſe engaged in that defigne, fi- 
gured to them ſelves ; for he had told me whoe they were ; three or four 
of thegreateſt, and one of the wiſeſt men that ſerved the King , on whole 
prudence, andintegritehis Maj. relyed , as much as any mans. I added, 


| I believe (or rather I-kfiowe) this to be a maniteſt cheat ; concerted be- 


twixt Cromwell, Ireton , and ſome cheif perſons of their adherents in 
the twoe houſes; whoſereall ,” and hidden end is ( what ſpecions prerences 
ſoever they make to abuſe the credulity of yon , and others ) to render this 
treaty inefteftuall, which has been browght about , with great difficulty 
and, apainſt ſtronge oppoſition , even of thoſe perſons, whoe make thei- 
ſe ouverturesnow; hoping hereby to fruſtrate by adreſs , what they Could 
not hynder, by their debates ; in the twoe houſes and by Makeing it bre- 
ak of abruptly ; by his Maj. Rejecting all the propoſitions in Generall; 
caſt the odium upon him ; and render the breach irreconcilable betwixt 
him, and the Preſbitereans ; whereby (as I had much reaſon to fear) the 
moſte zealous, the moſt violent , and the leaſt rcaſnable (which are all- 
ways the greateſt nomber) would entirely abandon the wiſeſt, and moſt 
moderate; uniting them ſelves to the armies party in both houſes; whereby, 
the authority of Parliament, being joyned tothe power of the army ; both 


the Kings perſon, and Monarchie would be deſperately expoſed. 


Sect. 34. Ialeaged further , that I knew his Maj. would never conſent 
tothepropoſitions as they lay ; nor was it councellable he Should : only 
that he would demandeatreaty, anddebate, by a power given tothe com- 
miſſionersto explaine and diſcuſs , Every artickle apart , and in particu- 
lar; which was the likelieſt means to produce a good Eftect : and that by 
ſuch an anſwer, and demande , thoſe perſons whoe had (as then) the moſt 
credit, andcheifdireftion , would endeayour to defpoſe the Parliament 
to conſent by which means , and throwgh reaſnable expedients, which 
might be fownd out ; the ſeyereſt —_ might haye been moderated; and 

II 


18 
great difficulties remouved. To whichend I told him , Ihad already writ- 
ten tothe King ; whoe ſeemed to be very well ſatiſhed therewith ; and dif- 
poſedto give ſuch an anſwer. 


35. Hereplyed , that he was ( upon good grounds) aſſured , when 
his Maj. had hear d , what this meſſenger forementioned , had to pro- 
pownd; be wouldnotdemande any treaty ; and that the army would ſet 
him on his throne and make him agreat King : I beſowght Allmighty God, 
that it might proveſoe ; but that I feared ,- thy would at laſt take away his 
life, and crowne together, puting him in a capacity of poſleſling another 
in Hcaycn, more durable. | 


SeR. 36. The next day , I went to waite on the Marquis of Hartford, 
ſince Duke of Somerſet ; whoe the forenamed Gentilman had told me, 
was acquainted with all this tranſaCtion ; and concurred in it : whichT 
towndtrue ; and that he was perſuaded the army would reſtore his Maj. 
{udainly: perceaving me obſtinate, in the contrary opinion; heſayd theiſe 
wordsto me : Colonel Bamfield , I have allways wiſhed you well , and 
doe {oe Still; and therefor would adviſe you, notto oppoſe your ſelfe fur- 
ther, to obſtruct this cource towards the Kings recouvery ; for ſome of 
the clergy begin to ſuiſpe&t, that you have particular intereſts , in your trans- 
actions with the Preibitereans ; which weigh more then that of his Maj. 
I made anſwer, that I had no other world intereſt , but what was invol- 
vedin, and{ubordinateto , the Kings : that I never expected any adyan- 
tage neither from the one, or from the other partic ; but that I was ſoe ful- 
ly convinced , of the deſperate deſigns , ſecret practices ; and principles 
of thearmy, and their adherents ( where of I did not want light ) that the 
groundleſs jaloufie, of ſome men, nor their deluding hopes, ſhould never 
make me proſtitute my reaſon, nor act againſtit; or have any thing to doe 
withthoſe, whoſeend, andunderground workings were for the deſtruct;- 
on of the Kings perſon , and Monarchie. 


Se&. 37. Afew days after this his Maj. anſwer came , but not alltoge- 
ther ſuch, astheiſc his freinds, whoe , I have mentioned , defired ; but 
unhappy enough tor him, to doe the armies buſineſs at thattyme, for the 
moſt Zealous part of the Preſbitereanslefr, the wiſeſt ; and moſt modera« 
te ( whoe endeavoured to have made the Kings anſwer the fowndation of 


atreaty ) and being likewiſe irritated, by the Schotiſh Miniſters , Gyllaſ| PYs 
: an 
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and others; joined with the armies  -=b 1n Parliament ; to demande 
of the Scots , the delivery of his Maj. perſon , to commiſſioners , whoe 
were ſent to receive him ; and guardes commanded by Collonel Graves. 
This was clearly foreſeen , by the late Duke of Lauderdalle (then one of 
the Commiſſioners for Scotland) the Earle of Holland , my Lord Wil- 
lowby of Parham; my Lord Hollis , S*. Phillip Stapleton , and very ma- 
ny others in both houſes 5 whoe were ar that tyme entirely for the Kings 
reſtauration , uponas moderate termes , as their conduc , and credit in 
Parliament , Could poſſibly worke out : and as the only expedient to 
remoue difficulties, withed, and endeavoured to bring the buſineſs toa per- 
ſonall treaty : by which means, they hoped to abate the ſeverity of ſome de- 
mands, whichall reaſnable, and truly conſcientions men amongſt them, 
knew his Maj. Could not graunt , without violence to his conſcience, in 
the breach of his othe ; and divelting himſelfe of all power ,# to maintaine 
ye lawes, protect his ſubjects; orto preſerve himſelte ; and his poſterity, 
from being deprived, ofthat lefs then halte his regall , and juſt authority ; 
whych his afſenting rothoſe propoſitions (in the termes they were drawne 
up) would have left him: the remaining part of his power being but precario; 
and at the arbitrement of eyery ſucceeding Parliamenr. 


Se.38. The wiſeſt amongeſt them , Conſidered , and acknowldged 
theiſetruths; and ſecing a partof the Nation deſpoſed with the army , and 
their adherents , towards a popular Gouverment ; would willingly have 
had more powerinthe King; then when they began the war , they deſired, 
or deſigned. 


SeR. 39. Onthe contrary ; the adverſe partie , was abſolutely againſt 
atreaty , which they feard might lead to moderation on both fades; and 
roducean accord; deſtructiveto thoſe great projects, the cheits ofthem, 


: hadfiguredtothemſelyes, foralong tyme ; and reſolved upon , after the 


niew modeling ofthearmy: topreventan agreement ; they muſt hinder a 
treaty; to whichend, that party , in both houſes haveing at firſt , vigo- 
rouſly oppoſed, ſending of any propofitionsto the King ; but that being 


! carriedagainſt them, inthe aftirmatiye : by great adreſs , and infuſing ja- 


louſies concerning Religeon, into the greateſt nomber of the Preſbitere-. 


| ans; (fewofthem being States men, by experience, and peradventure, not 


all by reaſon ) they eafily drew them to a vote, that his Maj. Should be obli- 


| gedto ſigne the propolitions in the termes , as they were ſent him by both 


x 


hou- 
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houſes, alowing no latitude, to the Commiſſioners by whome they were 
ſear; rotreat or debate one ſyllable: knowing very well , that the King; 
neither would ; nor indeed Could; conſent to themas they were ; neither 
with Conſcience, honour, or ſafety: however , leaſtthe extreme danger 
whereunto he lay expoſed ; might have prevayled with him to conſent; 
they made uſe of the ſtratagem , I hayeallready mentioned, of infuſing into 
the belicfof many of the moſt conſiderable of the Kings freinds , that the 
army would reſtore him, upon certaine conditions ſpecified ; whoe led his 
Maj. himſclte to ſome hopes of it. 


S:&. 40. By theiſe means the King was by the Scots delivered to the com. 
miſſioners , ſent by the Parliament to receive him ; by them browght to 
Holmby , one ofhis owne houſes : where he was rigorouſly guarded , and 
very hardly uſed, inall conſiderations ; not permitted to Speak with any 
man , but in preſence of ſome of the Commiſſioners ; not one of his do+ 
meſtique ſervants ſuftered about him , nor the liberty to write, or receive 
alettre, from the Queen , any of his Childeren , or freinds : knowth 
nothing what his enemies did ; or what he was to doehimſelte, In this de- 
plorable condition , one nepar ( whome the Parliament had placed about 

"him , as his Wirber ) being gained ; whoſe employment eycry morning , 
and eyening neer his perſon , gave himthe oportunity of conveying letters, 
un percevably into his hands; how ſtrictly ſoever he was watched : by this 
conveniency, haveing writtento him at large , concerning many things ; 
and eſpecialy, of the deſorders , begun betwixt the Parliament , and the 
army; andofall els which I judged neceſſary tor his Knowledg , in that 
eſtathe was; hedid methe honour , to write to mean anſwer , in the fol 
lowing termes. 


Holmby the 55. April. 


Sc. 41. I havereceived your cipher, and yourtwoe letters both without 
date; defirnig you to mend that omiſſion here after. And now to come 
tothe buſineſs without further preambles ; you muſt know that I am guar- 
ded, with ſuch extreme ſeverity , that I can neither write , norreceive 
2ny letter , nor ſpeak with any of my frends (to let paſsall other rigours ) 
whichare ſuch, as I cannot but often tymes , proteſs publiquely , that T 
can neither with honour, norprudence, anſwer to any propolition,. which 
either has been; orcan be made me, whilſt I am in this condition ; tor 
7 what 
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(21) | 
what ever I can now offcr, or conſent to; will rather be interpreted to pro» 
ceed from fear, or at beſt , to mend my condition , then from any mo- 
tifofpubliquegood : for I am as ablinded man ; without the leaſtlight, 
of what I amtoexpe& , from my encmies ; or hope for from my trends: 
ſayeing what Gods Providenceaftords me ; by the induſtry, and hazard of 
thoſe , whoeare moſt faithfullto me : inſo much , that I cannot change 
my reſolution; unleſs upon the certainty of = ſome advantage for the 

ublique, which may counterballance , the paſting by this reall point of 
Lc: for I cannot admit of your diſtinRtion ; of promiſing things now, 
tobe ratified when Iam ar liberty. But when you can give me ſuchan aſſu= 
rance, as may reaſnably be depended upon , that the anſwer, which Iam 
ableto make to the propoſitions , will produce the efteft of bringing me 
with honour to London , I fhallnot delay to give it ; even before the twoe 
houſes demande it of me. ; 

And leaſt your not knowing of my minde, might hynder you, froman- 
ſwering me fully, and adds » I have thowght good togive you un- 
der my hand ,* whit the fatiſfaCtionis, which I can give ; tothe four cheif 
propoſitions, 

Firſt for Religeon , I ſhall conſent to confirme the Preſbiterian Gou« 
verment , and thedirectory forthree years ( being the tymeas yet limited 
by the houſes) provided I and my houſehold, have the liberty, of ſerving 
God as formerly : and that allſoe , a conſaltation , and free debate, be 
agreedto, withtheaffembly of divines at Weltminſter ( only twenty ofmy 
nomination being added to them ) where by, I, and the twoe houles may 

ree, howethe , churchſhall be Gouverned upon the expiration of the 
ſayd terme of three years. Secondly , Iwill conſent, thatthe Militia , by 
act of Parliament; as well by ſea, as by land , ſhall be in thetwoe houſcs 
for ten years : andat theexpiration of that terme , to returneto the Crow- 
ne, asinthetymes of Queen Elizabeth, and of my father , of happy Me+ 
mory. 

Thirdly for theirgreat ſeal, Twill confirme it, andallacts paſſed under 
it: Provided that I be not preſſed to diſanull thoſe paſſed under my owne; 
and that the Gouverment there of, for the tyme to come, be in me; according 
to due cource of Law. 

Fourthly for the buſineſs of Ireland , theile other things being agreed, 
T ſhall give ſatiſfaction therein, 

lam content to lay aſide, much of thy owne proper right , for the pu- 


bliquetranquility... And to agreeto all, tending really , to the cgnſervati- 
G2 - .-ou 
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(22) | 
on, and better reformation of the ProteſtanteReligeon, as far as I may 
without wownding of my conſcience', by the breach of my othe. And aſſure 
all thoſe, with whome you treat, about theſe Matters ; that no humane 
conlideration , ſhall bring me further , as to theiſe four propoſitions ; 
tell 128. , that without encouragement from him and from you , I ſhall 
not goe thus far. | 

Be carefall, thatthe twoe incloſed letters , be ſudainly , and ſafely de- 
livered; the oneto my wife, the other to the French Ambaſladour Adieu. 


Your aſſured frend 
CHARLES R 


Sc. 42. Haveing ſhewed this letter to ſome of thechiefs of both hou- 
ſes, whoel hadgained intothe Kings intereſt : and that they had conſul- 
ted, ſuchof their frends, as they couldtruſt, concerning his Matis, reſo- 
lution touching theiſe four principal 9 ; and done all in the bu- 
lineſs, which was neceflary, and (tor me) poſlible ; I gave his Matic, an 
account thereof : with all that I had learnt, and obſerved, touching the 
twoe parties z as well , as my humble opinions ; there upon grounded; 
inan{wer whereunto; [I receiyed ſhortly atter this following letrer. 


Holmby April ye 27. 
S Ef. 43. I have received yours of the 24. preſent on thurſday ; towhich in 


ſhort my anſwer is ; that'no apprehention, noryet certitude, of any evils , 
which can befall me ; ſhall make me leave, outthoſe twoe clauſes , you men- 
tion; which are not circomſtantiel , but moſt eſſentiall : and in ſuch things, 
to relye to much on their good nature, or tobelive , that they care not to con- 
ſerve , what they deſire with ſoe much erneſineſs ;- or like children ſhall be 
ſoone weary of it , ſeemr to mea moſt inexcuſable folly. Wherefor , T com« 
mande you, toaſureall , with whome youtreat , or thinke further fit to ſpeak 


with about my affaires ; that I ſhall adhere firmly , without addition , or 


ſubſtration, to what I wrote toyouin my taſt ; only adding their expedient , 
which you ſent me, concerning the Covenant ; as to the ſubſtance , butnot in 
the ſame termes, which they have drawne up ; which I hope will $for ſatiſ- 
fation to all reaſnable men. Let no mgn ſee , the note in cipher , but doe all 
you canpoſſivle in what it containes. The greateſt of the incloſed , is for my 


wife ; 


a. a 
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wife; the other for the Ambaſſadour Ballievre , to whome 1 have written, © 
10 acquaint you with what he has done ; or hopes to doe with thoſe of the Scorch © 
commiſſioners , which he belives he has influence upon ; to theend you may 
writeit to mein cipher. Let me know by your next , whoe gave youthe note in 
French, which 1 fownd in your laſt : allihowgh I belive ita cheat; yet I 
have made no great (crupule , to anſwer it; which you are to deliver , as ſo0- 
neasyoucan: and here after doe not engage your ſelfe to ſecrecy , in ſuch adreſ< 
ſes ; for I will not receive any thing from thoſe whoe Conceal their na- 
mes; inconventencies may befall meby it. If they thinke fit to truſt you ; they 
Aay me. 
I am your frend 


CHARLES i 


Se&. 44. Shortly after , upon the advertiſements , which I had given 
his Mati<, touching the Parliaments reſolution to diſband the army ; which 
effected ( ſome pretended to me , that they Could treat with the King, in 

reater liberty and ſecurety.) Bur ſuſpeCting , that he would not meet with 

uch reaſnable Conditions, after, as before, the armies Caſlation : I ga- 
ye him the advertiſement , with my humble opinions thereupon, belſce- 
ching him to ſend-his offers whilelt things were inthe condition , they then 
Stoode. He was plea(d to anſwer me as tollowes, 


Holmby May the 8. 


Sg E#. 4.5. Your advertiſement , of the Parliaments reſolution to diſband 
the army ; and of its diſcontentement , lets me, ſee thecauſe, of their 
delaying to ſend me thepropoſitions: Were I aſſured that they would deal ſyn. 
cerely , and moderately with me afterwards ; Iſhould witsh te armies caſhee- 
ring; but theveryill uſage, I receive as yet , from them , makes me ſuſpeft 
alle things: that I can hardly reſolue, what is beſt for me to doe, inſuch an 
un happy conjonfture ; and ſhall deliberate alittle longer : however take yon 
hence the occaſion ; tolet thoſeſee, whoe ſay they are my frends ; how much 
more reaſnable I am ( even according to their owne rules ) then the authors of 
theiſe deſorders ; which can never be appeaſed unleſs they agree with me : 
they know what will ſatiſfy me; but the botom of theiſe mens aeſignes , is not 
eaſily ſownded: uponthe place where you are , you know beſt how to urge this, 
with the moſt efficacy. According to the advice ,. your next letter brings me, 
I ſhall take my meaſures. Send the incloſed to my wife ; and deliver the other 

| your: 


| (wg) —-; | 
your ſelfe to my Lord Dumfermlin ; and keep my correſpondence with him 
ſecret, farewell 
Your frend 


CHARLES KR. 


Se. 46. Upon the anſwer which I madetothis letter, which contained 
very many matters of faQt of great importance , betwixt the Parliament 
and army , whoſe differences flew very high ; with the opinion of others, 
as well as my ownethere upon, the particulars where of, Ki thowgh tolong 


to be Here Mentioned , may be gueſlcd at by the Kings anſwer, which 
followes. 


May the 16, 


E#.47. Monday laſt , T received yours ; which put ſuch thowghts int 
Sg my head; that 1 could not delay the diſpatching my Meſſage to "om 
houſes ; for undoubtedly , reaſon will be ſooner heard by unreaſnable men; 
when they diſpute whoe ſhall be maſter; then when there is no oppoſition : and 
certainly, ſeeing many of thoſe in the Parliament ; whoe pretend to be my 
frends; make ſoe little account ; of what you have offered them in my name; 
I can expett nothing from them , but extremeſt rigour , when they have no 
competitors; for im the incertainty of their affaires ; they may judg me neceſſa- 
7), but then uſeleſs. What I ſend you now , isno more then what you know 
allready , touching the four cheif propoſitions : and for the covenant , Ihave. 
Done as much as I promiſed them. Cauſe my meſſage , tobe printed, and pu- 
bliched all youcan. Make my excuſe to the french Ambaſſadour , for what he 
has written to me inhislaſt, is of ſoe little concernment ; that it ts not worth 
thepayns to anſwer it in cipher 10 him ſelfe. 

Aſſure him, fromme, that netther Dumfermlin ( whoe is now here ) noy 
any els ( ſaving you) ſhall know what paſſes betwixt him and me. Send the in« 
cloſed to my wife; to whome faile. Not to give an account of all that paſſes , 
farewell. | 

Your frend 


CAHAMAELES. KR. 


Se&t. 48. Ihave many other letters , from his Mati*. touching theiſe ne- 
gotiations, at thattyme, not neceſſary hereto be inſerted , for theendI 
propoſeto mylelfe. The Parliament had paſt an ordinance , in both hou- 


ſes, 


(25) 
ſes, for thediſbanding ofthe army ; which would not obey: their retuſall, 
and proceedings there upon , were very high , and factions; and out of 
the power ofthe houſes to reſtraine; their only force, lying in their yotes , 
and orders; whichthe other laughedat , and diſpiſed ; whoe haveing thus 
begun, fownd themſelves obliged to goe on ; or periſh, The Parliament, 
was hereat much alarmed; and the wiſeſt amongeſt them began torepent, 
their haveing rejected a propoſition, which was ſecretly made tothem , and 
often urged , with weighty reaſons-: not to ſcnd the Scotch army out of 
England entirely , and at once ; but at the ſame tyme to diſband part 
of their owne ; and ſend away alike proportion of the Scots ; and ſoe by 
degrees make them ſclves quit of both. But this was refuſed , withour 
alcaging any ſolid reaſon againſt it 5 but only depending on Parlementary 
authority, whichthey ſayd , the army would never dare to diſobey : they 
were likewiſeſorry, x Gaol ſoc long, and ſoe much negleed, the great 
advances which the King had made ; and told me py: ; they would 
endeavour the paſſing of a vote , in both houſes, for the Kings coming 


| toLondon; but that they apprehended , the army , there upon , would 


ſeizeupon hisperſon, before he could come thither, 


Se. 49. They defired me to write to his Mati*, to know his incli-" 
nation. I told them I would goe my ſelfe ; to a frends houſe , within 
leſs then an hower from Holmby , and would write from thence , which I 
didall the ſame night poſt. Arriving where I intended before noon, the 
next day from thence I wrote I mediately to his Ma**. inclofing my letter, 
in oneto the Earle of Dumfermlin : I acquainted him with the great dan- 
gerhe was in,of being ſeized by the army; to prevent which', I ſaw no 
means, unleſs his Mat'©. would , and could fave himſelfe by night in deſ- 
guiſe; andthatI would haye horſes ready , very neer the place ; to bring 
him to. London ; where ( as affaires ſtood ) I was perſuaded , he might 
cometoareaſnable accord,on the fowndation of his Meſſage. The next 
morning he ſent my Loxd Dumtermlin to me; whoe gave me , thefollowing 
lerter. 


Holmby June 4. 


nn. Referring particulars 'to the Earle of Dumfermlin, I ſball only tell 
you, that what you propoſed to me by your letter of yeſterday , is quickly to 
be anſwered ; that ever ſince Iheard of the armies refuſal to diſband , Thave 

D' of 


(26) 
often thowght, of what you now propownd ; and am reſolved , not to = 
snto their hands, if I can avoyaeit : I have ſownded the commiſſioners, about 
the expedient which you mention , of eſcaping with them to-London : I have 
aſured them to confirme mylaſt meſſage ; and to treat with the Parliament con- 
cerning the other things un queſtion : I have layd before them , the publique 
danger, arwell asof myperſon ; in caſe I ſhould be taken by the army ; all 
agreeto it except two ; whoe ſay they connot Conſent , without order from 
the Parliament, it being to betray their zruſt; ſoe that I [ee no way to (hun 
falling into the hands of the army , if they have the deſigne to take me ; as 
ſoone as Dumfermlinreturns; I will try againe , what may be done with tho- 
ſe uwboe make the greateſt difficulty. Expetting your anſwer this evening ; if 
1 can put inexecunon by any means , what you move ; you ſhall know my re- 
ſolution ſpeeaily ; to which end, you ſhall doe well to remain where youare, 
farewell. . 
go | Your frend 


ot CARLES R. 


SeR. 51, My anſwer to this letter was very ſhort , haveing acquainted 
my Lord Dumtcrmlin tully with all things ; whoe had likewiſe himfelfe, 
reccivedletters from ſome of the Scorch Commiſſioners at London , which 
confirmedall I had written, andfayd ; and therefor concluded ſome thing 
was to be done out of hand, for the Kings eſcape. He named therwoe per- 
ſonsto me whoe oppoled it ; one where of commanding thetroupes which 
garded his Mati®,, without him it was not poſlibleto have been done. The 
next morning , in ſtead of receiving any advice from theKing, how might 
ſerve himin his eſcape; the newes came , of his being ſecured by a party 
of the army , commanded by acornet named Joyce , by his trade a tayfour. 
His, Ma'i©. demanded oft him ; what commiſhhon , or autorite hehad,' to 
offer him the violence he did : without ſoe much as mouving his hat, or 
ſhewing the King the leaſt reſpe& ; he ſhewed him with his hand, the five 
or Goo ſoldiers which he cofhmanded; ſaying there is my commiſſion; his 
Matie, without any (the leaſt ) emotion ſmilingly replyed , Owas written | 
in avery faire hand. In ſhort ; he was carried away tothe army : ſome furious 
ſpiritxamongeſt them, as Major General Harriſon, and others, were for 
dopattiog of himtodeath , by an unammous ſentence of the army : but 
Cromwell, Ireton , and the moſt policiqns heads , were for delay , and 


tewporiſing, ſoclong , by amyſing the King with hopes that they would 
reltore 


=. (27) . 
reſtore. him ; till they bad entirely broken the Preſbiterean party , and 
rendered thempowerleſs; and themſelves moreabſolute. Upon this fown- 
dation, Cromwell, Ireton 4. andorher principal perſons of the army , be- 
came yery.Civile , and ſame thing reſpectfull to his Mat*, makeing great 
proteſtarions of haveing no other defigne bnt the ſerting him, with honour, 
pan his throne ,, on his graunting themafree liberty of Conſcience ; with 
ſuch.a payerinthe Militia ; as they judged convenient for their aſſurance; 
that they might not be deprived thereof at pleaſure: but that tyme was need 
full, to prepare the way ; and to diſpoſe the minds of the army , toa ſub. 
miſflon k thn | | 


Sea. 52. Theſe promiſes , and deep: Proteſtations , ſeconded by a free 
ermiſſion of his frends to wait on him : of ſome of his domſtiquesto ſerve 
= ; andof his chapelens to performe their|funRtions, in his devotions ; 
according to the Conſtitutions , and'Cuſtomes ofthe Church of England ; 
wrought very much uponthe King ; eſpecially from the hopes he had; of 
not being conſtrained imhis Conſcience, in Mattcr of Divine worſhip, and 
church Gourfemany herein he was much more ſencible ; then in what 
concerned his prerogative, ortherights of the crowne. 


SeR. 5 3. The chiets of the army ( eſpecially Cromwell , and Ierton, 
whoe were great maſters in that art) made large promiſes , and ſpecious 
apparencies , without efteQing of any thing ; or makeing any demandes 
trending to a poſitive concluſion , of what would ſatiſfy them , or ofwhat 
they would doefor his Matic, : and which was thento me remarquable , and 
worthy atall tymes of obſervation ; that amidelt all theiſe, taire pretences, 


. the armies adherents , in bath houſes , whoe did not anything , but by 


ſecret concert. with Cromwell , conzinually clamoured in Parliament, at 
the ſeeming liberty which the Kinghad ;, often alcadging that he ſhould be 


more reſtrayned, atid that the chict delinquents ( which was the Phraiſe in 


thoſe tymes ). owghtto. be brouwght tocondigne-punithment. 


Se. 54+ T woe or three of the leading men, whoethitrſted for his blood, 
ſeycralls ymesle& flyexpreſſions of that kinde , direftly agaiaſt his perſon ; 
and oehers alepagga Jus .morg obliquely :.. but ſoc , that hoth the end, 
and the way to ty, which theiſe qmen had long projeftcd, by mutuall agree- 
ment, was in my,opinion ſufficiently viſtble ; where of I adyertiſed the Ring 


conſtantly ; and frequently , the Queen ; by my conſtant adreſles to the 
| D 2 Ear- 
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Earle of St. Albanes, whoelived when Iwrote, and intended to Print this 
relation. As I mentioned all particulars of thatnature, fpoken in both, or 
either houſe ,, ſoe I named the authours ; haveing had ordnarily once in 
tour and twenty howers , knowledge of all that paſfed , which concerned 
the King, whoe was trained from place, to place accordin F to their apprehen- 
fions, and deſignes,during the ſpace of divers months ; till Colonel Hamond 
was made Gouvernour of the ifte of wight, and Kaireſbrooke Caſtel more 


magnificently furniſhed , out of the publique warderobe ;' then was need= \. 


full forhim, or futable to his condition ; which by ſomeothers was taken 
noticeof; and by meeſpecially , throwghan unexpeQted accident, tolon 
to be here inſerted ; which gave me caulero ſuſpect , and fear what ſhortly 
after unhappely arrived ; which important circomitance , joined to divers 
others, not of much leſs weight, pur reſtleſs thowghts into my head, till 
ſuch tymeas I could obraine a particular audience from the King ; to whoe 
me I gaye an exact account of my apprehenfions , with the grownds of 
them. : 


Sea. 55. His Matie. anſwered ; theife reafons haye weight , one may 
fear as welltolittle, asto much, efpecially as my condition 1s , yet if there 
be any faith inthem , they will never cometo ſuchextremities ; howeyer 
their feeding me hitherto , with good words, and deep proteſtations , wit- 
hour realleftets ; or coming in all thistyme, toany particular , or poſli- 
riveconcluſion; makes meſomertymes doubtthe event ; but onthe other 
fide; I cannot fall into all your apprehEntions , which ſeem , now and 
then , to hyppocondriacal, 


SeR. 56. I replyed , I befeech Godthy may all proveſoe; where unto 
I added, that I hoped there was yetan expedient , either to conſtrainethem 
to doe his buſineſs, or to haveit done without chem, He ſmiled , and told 
me ſuch a propoſition was well worth the hearing, afking mec what it was. 


SeR. 57. Ianfwered , ſome of the moſt conſiderable perſons of both 
houſes ( whoe I named) were unchangeabley convinced , that the army 
jugled with him , whoe were reſolved upon a toralle change of the Gou- 
verment; which defigne (they whoe had fate during the ſpace of five, or 
fix years, inthe fameafſembly, withthem ; and had been privy , to their 
principles, anddebates ; and ( without doubt) to many of their moſt ſecret 
contriyements) cauld ſee further into them then any els ; and _ 
that 
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his Mate, would bring them toa ſhort, and peremtory reſolution. , tou- 
ching what would content them; as likewiſe what they would doe for him : 


becauſethatevery day, they gained power ;. and others whoe really defi- 
red his Mat®, Conferyation, and reeſtablithment loſt it. 


SeR. 58. If they meant ſyncerely , as they pretended ; Cromwell, and 
Ireton, Couldablolutcly, engage, that party in both houſes , to a con - 
curtance withthem ; whoe were inſeperably linked to his intereſts : and 
that the Preſbitereans , would not hinder, but furtherit ; to prevent what 
they reaſnably , and exceedingly feared ; to late finding thar they had rai- 
ſeda ſpirit, which they could not eaſily Iay againe. And that the eyent was 
yery uncertayne, in their oppoſing of that power , which inſencib] they 
had let glide out of their owne hands , and nouriſht againſt eG 
tolong, to beable togivelimitsto it. 


SeQ. 59. They conſidered that if the liberty of Conſcience , whichthe 
army ſeemed to inſiſt upon , were conſented to , and the penal ſtatutes re- 
pealed, the Preſbitereans would have been included , as well as others; 
and for the power of the Militia , which was demanded for ſecurity, it 
muſt have reſided in King , Parliament , or both : for in the Officers of 
thearmy, itcouldnot be , without keeping up acontinued ſtanding Mi- 
litia, which the nation Could not bear, as unſafe , both for King , Par- 
liament, and people. | 


SeR. 60. They were therefor of opinion , that his Matie without further 
delay, ſhould havepleaſed to pres themto 2 particular , and Catigoricall 
explanation of their tull demands ; which it he fownd ſuch , as he could 
agreeto ; andthat the armies partie in both houſes , would ſyncerely con- 
cur; there Could beno infuperable difficully in the baſineſs ; nor any op- 
poſition, ſayeing what the Scotch Miniſters , could haveſtirred up, whoe 
would never haveapprouved of a liberty of Conſcience, nor of any thing 
leſs then a Preſbiterean Gouverment jure Divino ; which the armies adhe- 
rents in both houſes, were declaredly againſt; and I dare boldly ſay ( for 1 
underſtood at that tyme, thetemper, and coſftitution', ofthat Parliament, 
as it really was) ten of thole , whoe went by the name of Preſbitereans, 
were not of the Schots opinion ; but either for a moderate epiſcopacy, as . 
the King had volontarily offered it , at the treaty at uxbridge, when he was ' 
under no force, as the wiſeſt expedient , to haye remouyed all jalouſics 
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2bout Religeon ; or els were eraſtians; and for haveing tHepolitique Gon: 
verment of the church dependant , on the civile., as it hatbeet from rhe 
midle of Henry the eights raigne , to that very tyme, (the (ix years of Queen 
Mary, only excepted.) Andundoubredly thete was gtear, and clear reafon ; 
foreſceing , that where the Ecclefiaſticale policy of the church, in the one, 
or the other extreme, is received ( or {hall be? as eibonkinr ," the Hyrar- 
chy , has, 'andwill gouverne more abſ6lutely , thei the'civile , and ſapre- 
me Magiſtrate; which has been manifeſt, for man ages, and'is 4s demon- 
ſtrable for the future , as ay probleme of euctige ;"'from' which (clear, 
and expefienced ground , it may be thowght,, that no wiſe ſouyeraigne 
Autority,” will yolonrarily part with the beſt halfe , 4nd ſureft fowndari: 
on oft its power. "oe = 


SeR. £1. But infencibly, Itorget my ſelfe ; this not being my buſineſs ; 
norwasthen , any part of my humble repreſentation to his Mati*, thowgh 
abovea yeat before , he had rowght me thatleſſon , when he was at new- 
calle; inſoe much, that by what I have hereſayd upon this ſubje , Ibe- 
come but his echoe. | 


Se. 62. Wherefor I ſhall returne , without goeing further aſtraye, to 
the matter , which led me to this ſhort digrcſſion ; to conclude, as 1 did 
then, tothe King ; that the oppoſition of the Scotch Miniſters ( thowgh 
it might have madea little noiſe , could not have occaſioned any intetupri- 
on, tothe {uccels of what has been ſayd. * 


SeR. 63. Butincafe, his Mati*. Could not bring the army to ſacha 
concluſion , as this councel imported ; and that he fownd himfelfe corts 
vinced; thattheir protniſes, and protcſtations , were but deluſory ; they 
whoe gave this advice, promiſed to endeavour , the paſſing of an orderin 
both houſes , to commani1 the army to retire futther from London ; and 
to permitthe King to come to ſome of his houſes necr the Citty , to treat 
perſonally, fora well Grownded peace. 


SeR. 64. His Ma'i*, replied, this has ſome weight , being what I hears 
tily deſire; but [ much doubt, the armies obedience ; either to leaye me 
at ſoemnch liberty ; orto retire to ſuch a diſtance. However, 1 will preſs 
them as faras is poſſible, and prudent for mein the condition , I am; to a 
tixed, andpolitive Concluſion withme ; and by you , ſhall acquaint rhem 
| with 
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with the ſucceſs, if I finde it uſefull ras me. Theiſe men whoe propownd 
this to you, ſee to late, that they have improvidently cut out more wor- 
ke, then they can make up without my help ; but I cannot reſolyeto doe 


it all, at my owne expence. 


SeR. 65. His Matie, ( however ) put this in practice with all theerneſtneſs 
he Could ; bur met with continual demurs , and delays : that things were 
nor yet ſufficiently ripe: that the army was nor ſoc unanimous as was ho- 

edit would become : that there were deſordres in it ( which Cromwc1ll 
underhand raifed, to have acolour for protartion, anid-for other greater 
ends which appeared on the theatre ſhortly after ) that their frends in the 
Parliament, Could not be wrowght to a full concurrence withthem, 
Al. - | p 

SeR. 66. Theiſe pretexts, wereſoe groſle, and obvious, that the Kings 

hopes deminifhed dayly. 'W here upon, thole perſons-allready mentioned , 

rocured an order in' thz'twoe houſes , thar his Ma"ie. {hould reſide at 
edhaide; that he ſhould be atrended by the (ame perfons , whoe 
were about him at Holmby ; thirdly that Colonel Rotiers regiment 
{ſhould guarde him. All which Cromwell refuſed, and laughrdat ; decla- 
ringthat the King ſhould comeno neerer to London , then the- Parliament 

ermitted the armies quarter robe, Where upon I al-aged , tothul: pers 
Lend, that alt their votes would fignify nothing, wnlets means.could be 
found out , where by their orders , might be teconded-, 'bytuch force, 
as in ſome degree was able, to counterballance that of the'army. To 
which end none Could be thowght on , faveing the Militia of London : 
which ar that tyme, of rrayned bands, and auxillianes amoumed to at leaſt 
fiveteen, orfixteen thowſand foote , and tohave been browght together 
in ſix howers tyme ; they were for much the greateſt part Commanded by 
Preſbiterean officers ; which in divers battayles had'done as good ſervice , 


” and fowghtas wellas thoſe of the army. 


Se. 67. Where upon the Earles of Mancheſter , Holland , Eavder- 
dalle ('whoe thowgh not of the Parliament , but one of the Scots\Com- 
miſſioners, 'had great credit in they) my Lord willowghby of Parham, 
my Lotd Hollis, S*. Phillip Stapleton , S*. William Waller , Major Ge- 
neral Maſtey', Major General Browne, all which and divers more , whoe 
had great influence on the citty , judged it now thecrittical ſeaſon, toen- 
gageit, ta. pttttion the Parliament ,- tor the continuance of thezr — > 
-F under 
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under the eſtabliſhment it was; which Cromwell , and his adherents 1a- 
boured to have changed ; but ſecondly to order that the King, ſhould be 
left at his Houſe at Richmond , inorderto a perſonall treaty ; thirely thar 
the citty ſhould be aptoriſed to rayſe torces , far the Parliaments, andits 
ownedefence , and have power to chuſe their General Officers, Fourth! 
that aleaven' members of the Parliament whoe had been ( a little before ) 
throwgh an impeachemenrt of the army , ſequeſtred from their ceſſion , with 
their owne conlent , ſhould returneto their places in Parliament ; this de- 
figne was Caricd on ( in the beginning ) with as -great ſecrecy ,,as ſuch a 
tranſaction Could' be , by the perſons aboye mentioned , where in I 
flcpt not. | 


Se&. 68. I acquainted the King with it , whoe approuved the whole 
conduct: withall commanding me , ſoc to Gouyerne my ſelfe, in my part 
there of ; that he might not be neceſlicated to appear therein ; firſt tor his 

erſonall ſafety, as being in thepower of the army + ſecondly that he mighr 
on beenfree, in Conſcience, and honour , to agree with thearmy, in 
caſe thatthis defigne ſhould drive them to the neceſſity , of makeing good 
their ſeverall proteſtations to him , which without being forcedtoit, he 
perceaved they would neyer doe. | 


Se. 69. Beſides hetold me, moſt of thoſe with whome you treat , play 
now their owne after game; they began theiſe trowbles; which have browght 
meto this eſtate , and haveing by their owne Improvidence , throwgh 
their rigid dealing , when they had the power to have agreed with me , loſt 
the dignity , and authority of Parliament ; would now recouver themſelves 
by my hazard ; wherefor,, I ſhall goe as far along with them , as] finde 
conſiſtent , with the publique ; and my owne intereſt ; chargeing you, 
not to engage my name further. 


Se. 70. Ireplyed, thatto communicate what meaſures his Matte, in. 
tended to take, would never be approuved by thoſe leading men ; aud might 
break of , and Fruſtrate the whole deflein , upon which ( one way or other} 
his perſonelle ſafety , and reſtauration entirely depended: - 696: a the beſt 
courſe, Icoudſteer, was notto let them know , that I had lately ſpoken 
to him about it ; and that in caſe , they ſhould preſs me toit , that they 
might hayehis engagement, to adhere tothem , in their proceedings; IL 
would employ all theagreſle I could , to diyert them from urging bis Marie. 

| to 
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toany promeſſe againſtthem , in whoſe hands, and- power he was , and 
many of them (it not all ) deſperately diſpoſed, to his deſtruction, which 
would undoubtedly produce violent, and precipitate practiſes againſt him, 
ifthey cameto the leaſt knowledg , or even jaloufig, that his Matie, was in 
any kinde of colufion againſt them. He approuved ofthis expedient; ad- 
ding, that it was neither more , nor lefs then truth. 

Se&.71. Shortly after I was defire:l to monve the King herein ; where 
upon , Taleagedthe above mentioned ceaſons againſt it , with ſuch enlar- 
gements,' as they were fatiſfied, In fin , the traynetooke ; rhecirry putin 
Excecution allthat had been ſecretly contrived: petitioning the Parliament, 
forthe confirmation of their Militia, according to the Eſtabliſhment where 
in it was, 

Secondly that they might have power to rayſe new forces , tor the de- 
fence of the Parliament, and themſfelyes. F 
Thirdly that they might be empowered to chuſetheir owne General offi 
cers, Fourthly , that the King ſhould come to London, in orderto apers 
ſonall treaty; and that the alcayen feclnded members , ſhould returne to 


their ceſſion in Parliament. . 


Se&. 72. Here upon all Cromwels party, in both houſes reſorted to 
thearmy. The reſt which conſtituted more then the nomber requiſite re» 
' mayned affembled , yoring all the cntics'demands. Whoe began toray- 
" ſeforces: choſe theyr General officers , which were Sr. William Waller; 
Majot General Maſly , and others. Theiſe enrolled , both horſe, and 
foote,, which came howerly in tothem; | 

Many officcets, and ſoldiers; whoe had been reformed , at theinſtances 
of the army , as being of different principles from them , were againe 
employd. A propoſition was made of-ſeazing all the horſes , within the 
lines of Communication , where withall , they Could have mounted 4 or 

000 troupers , which joyned to the citty Militia , with the new leavied 
' arenf would haye made amore conſiderable torce , then that ofthe army ; 
which they knew , and apprehended. Where upon , Cromwell conclu- 
ded, thatthefox nught on that occafton , doe more good , then thelion ; 
employedall his artifices, eyen totum vliflem, to hinder all accord betwixr 
his Mati*, the Parliament, andcitty ; and the Kings party fromjoynine : 

rognoſticating the entire ruine of all his vaſt deſigns, with theinevitable | 
deltruftion of uis perſon , and complices, trom {oe fatal," and ominous a 

con- 
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conjonure : which to prevent , he preſented aleayen propoſals to the 
King. 


SeR. 73. Firſt for the _— of all the penal Staturs againſt recuſants; 
with the takeing away of all coercive authority from the Bilbops, 

Secondly, the repealing of all acts, conſtrayning the uſe of the common 

rayer. 
s Thirdly againſt the enforcing of the Covenant. The next propoſal, was 
compiled, in moſt ambiguous , and conditional termes ; whereby (asI 
vE=gFlhg ) the very quinteſlence of this cheat was manifeſt , as followes 
cre. 

Fourthly the things before mentioned being ſufficiently aſſured ; and 
proviſion made, for {cling , andſecuring, the rights, liberties , ſafety, 
and peace ofthenation ; his Mat, perſon, and Royal iflue, may be reſto- 
red, &c. 

In this propoſall, all man kinde may ſce , that there was nothing poſiti« 
ve, nor to have been certaynly depended on , for the Kingsperſon, or 
poſterity: the means , for ſatiſtaftion in (oat matters, which com- 
poſe the body of the propoſal , being left indeffinite ; muſt haye been the 
ſubſequent, reſult, ofanewetreaty , whereby a port remained open, to 
render the later clauſe of no mannerof Effe&,; fecing they might continu- 
ally have declared, that no conceſſions which the King Could conſentto, 
with the preſeryation of Monarchy , were judged by them ſufficient , to 
have ſecured (in their fence) the rights , liberties , ſafety, andpeace of 
the Nation. po bo FR 

Theſeaven following propoſals , concerned entirely , the moderating 
ofdivers {cveritics towards the Kings partie ; which were wiſe andjuſt in 
themſelves; but moſt Achittophally politique , astobisend, which was 
only to bynde up the hands ofthe Royal party, atthat conjonCture, and 
to hinder « coalition, | 


Sc. 74. To render all his offers to the King fruitleſs; he had this re- 
ſerve, whichhe had formerly made uſe of , on the like occafion; before 
his Ma'ie. eſcaped from Oxford : that thowgh he, and moſt of his officers, 
had thowght thoſe propoſals , a good fowndation for the Kings reeſta- 
bliſhment , and for the nations ſafety ; yetif the Parliament would not be 
ledto theſame opinion, hecouldnot conſtraine them. That he , the offi- 
cers, and army , were but the nations , and Parliaments fervants , - 

cir 
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their maſters, That they could only recommend their propoſals , not en- 
farce their acceptation, 


Se&.75. However , his Mati*. haveing peruled theiſe propoſals , de- 
bated them , and lent to favourable an car , to his , and his ſon inlawes 


explanations , and deep proteſtations ; did concave very ſtrong hopes, 


thatthey were incrneſt, and really intended his reſtauration , upon which 
grounds (whereunto was joyned the councels, and preſſing perſuations, 
of three perſons , permitted by the army at that tyme abouthim, andin 
great credit with him ) as likewiſe, being 1n their hands, and power, might 
apprehend , that his ſafety required his compliance. At their deſire , he 
ſignedapaper , utterly deſayowing , and diſapprouving , the proceedings 
ofthe Parliament, andcitty ; em og the armics propoſals , asthe {u- 
reſt fowndation for a well grounded , and durable peace, 

Cromwell haveing obtayned this , cauſed ſome thowlands of copies, to 
be imediately printed, and diſperſed throwgh the cittic, andnation ; which 
gaveſocfull aſatiſfation, toallmoſtallthe Kings frends ; that they diſſu- 
aded what cittizens , they could haye influence upon , not to oppolethe 
army, 


Se. 76. Haveiog gained this great point , he marched furiouſly towards 
London, where the deſordre , and conſternation was foe great ; by the 
paper his Matie, had ſigned ; by theendeavours ofthe Royal party; and of 
Cromwellsowne, which were conſiderable in that place ; as at his arrival, 
he fownd no oppoſition. S*. William Waller fled into Hollande , S*.Phillip 
Stapleton to calais , where he died in cight or tendays after ; and many 
others retired to ſeveral other places : divers of both houſes, as well as of 
the citty , were impriſoned. A great part of his army marched throwgh 
London, intriumph , he made one of his owne partie Leutenant of the 
Tower, modelled the Militia to his owne pleaſure , and intereſt; left ſome 
Regiments about the Mewes , and Whitehall , to encourage his frends, 
andtcrrifye his enemies in Parhament, 


SeR. 77. This thowgh( at thattyme) a bloodleſs victory, wasin effte, 
oneof the greateſt, that ever he gained ; makeing way to that unbownded 
ower, which he after atchieved , and wadedto , throwghaſca of blood, 
in all the three nations; and which was moſt extraordinary , died in peace, 

and declared his ſucceſſour. 
E 2 SeR. 78. 
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Se. 78. This haveing ſucceeded , according to what he had long deſig- 
hed, yet hardly hoped for , but was reſolvedto hazard; he began to - 
of the maſque, where withall he had hithirto deſguiſed himſelte, asto what 
concernedtheKing ; thowgh-not as to other ſeblequent, and great pro 


London : Conveyed the King turther from it ; the councels ofthe officers, 
and epitators , were aſſembled at putney : t'was now thowght high 
tymeto breake with his Mat. and for him, with his Mirmidons, to appear 
in their purenaturals. 


[ jeCtions. | 
SeR. 79. He quartered part of his army , in the adjacent places neer 


SeR. 80. SubjeRs for deſperate , and bloody debates , touching the 

King, were propownded in their meetings, by his , and his ſon in lawes 

> inſtruments and ſecret inſtigations : thowgh it was yet unſeaſnable, rhat 
the ſcean of execution ſhowld be expoſed. | 


Se&. 81. He ſeemed much concerned for the danger he had plunged 
the King into, and would appear willing to quench a reall tyre , ( which 
he had kindled , nouriſhed , and now checfly , adminjſtred fuel to ) with 
an imaginary water. b es 10 


${&.82, This danger of his Mati©; was communicated to him, both by 
his frends , and enemies ; but with very difterent intentions. Cromwell 
would not appearthelaft, nor the feaſt concerned tor his ſecurity ; which 
undoubtedly , and viſibly was , to haye it provided for, in the Ifleof wight. 
To which end he wrote a letter to his Couzin , Commiſſary General 
Whaly ; whoe had the guarde of his Maties, perſon ; ſignifying the defor- 
dersofthearmy , with the Kings danger ; which being communicated to 
his Mai, he recalled his word , which had been given , that he wouldnot 
endeayour to efcape: notwithſtanding , whaly tooke not the leaſt care to 
prevent it , which he undoubtedly would have done , had he not fore- 
knowne, what arrived very ſhortly after, 

Peradventure being at that tyme a preacher, ( as moſt of the officers then 
were ) he was likewiſe a prophet; and Could divine , that his Matic. eſca- 
pe, would prove butatranſlation , from an ill impriſonment , to a worſe. 
In ſhort he left Hamton Court (I wilt not fay ſayed himſclfe fram hy 
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few knew what path he had taken Ry ſomeTI am confident did, beſides 
thoſe with him ) till the newes came to the Parliament , of his being inthe 
hands of Colonel Hamond in the Ile of wight. | 

+ ' It not being my buſineſshere , to enlarge to much , or todiſcant upon 
other mens alegations , 'for the:cxcuſe of Cromwells , and Irerons atter 
| rh , as extorted from them, throwgh danger , and neceſſity, 

r their owne preſervation ; {ome whereot being falce ; others frivolous, 
and childiſh ;-I ſhall leave them as they are, without further reflexions; 
paſſing on curſorily , to ſome few matters of weight , leading to the tarall 
event of this moſt unhappy buſineſs. 

TheKiog being inthe Iſle of wight , and not finding his entertainment, 
anſ{werable to bs hanes ; and that the. perſonall ſecurity , oraculouſly 
promiſed him, wasto beinterpreted, in the ſence of his enemies, tendin 
direRly , to his ſtriter , and ſurer confinement ; and in the ber 
danger which could threaten him; his eſcape was become much more difi- 
cult, it not impoſlible ; and being advertiſed from London ( means ha- 
veing been ſudainly fownd out for correſpondence with him ) of thoſe 
things which moſt neerly concerned him : and particularly , that propo- 
ſitions were prn_y to be ſent him. to obviate which , that he Heckew 
would beto his prejudice. Hewrotealetter to the Parliament ; confirning 
whathe had offered them, in his Meſſage from Holmby , ſome months be- 
fore, with other very conſiderable additions ; of the Militias being in their 
hands during hislife; togerher , with the chuling the councel , and Mi- 
nifters of State ; as likewiſe the payment of the arrears of the army ; and 
concerning other things; he erneltly preſſed , that he might withhonouz,. 
and ſafety, haye come toaperſonall treaty at Londen. 


Se. 83. Inanſwer whereunto ; the Parliament paſled four bills to be 
ſent to the King , proviſionally , for his ratification ; which being retur- 
ned as ats, his Mai. ſhould be admittedtoa perſonall treaty. Theiſe bills 
werelarge ; and needleſsto berecited here verbatim ; the firſt regarded the 
Melitia, both by ſeaand land , to be entirely in their hands ; and for the 
raiſing mony., for the maintainance there of, the laſt by ineyitable con- 
ſequence , muſt have contiued that Parliament to all perpetuity , by in- 
veſting them with full power, to prorogue , and meet againe at their plea- 
ſure. By twoeoftheſc aRts , the King muſt have deveſted himſelfe, and his 
poſterity of the\word , and treafury , and eftabliſhed theminir. And by the 
laſt; given them ſuch a power, as was _ leſs then thelegiſlatiye ; _— a 
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ſhort tyme , they would undoubtedly have drawne to themſelves. Ir is 
here , remarquable , that Cromwell , and ireton , whoe fix or ſeaven 
months before, .by an adreflefrom the army , had in a mennacing manner, 
demanded of the Parliament , to reſolve upon , and declarea fixed period, 
to their cefſion; thereby tro make roome for a trienniall to beaflembled.; 
in this occaſion were the moſt violent in preſling theiſe four as ; before 


' bis Matie. were admirtcd to any perſonall treaty. And when the King had 


paſledall , at this tyme demanded ; -and came to atreaty , it wasin their 
power, whither they would have agreed with him or not ; from all which 
conſiderations , and divers others , which undoubtedly he had ; he was 
ved theratitying of any as, untill all were agreed. 


Sect. 84. Upon this retuſall ( which he foreſaw from the very natureof 
the demands muſt enfue ) Ireton after an inveCtive ſpeech , tending to the 
Kings rejeftion, and to the ſetling the Gouverment without him, moved, 
that it might be reſolved to make no more adreſſes to him ; the debate laſted 
long, and as Ireton began , Cromwell ended, with bitter reproches againſt 
his Mati, and threatings of the Parliament, if they paſſedit not : atlength, 
this rcſolution , was , ny" out , not without yigorous oppoſition , of 
neer the halfe in both houſes. l 


Se. 85. Firſt, thatno furtheradreſſes be made to the King. 

Secondly that no application be made tothe King , by any of his ſubjects, 
without permiſtion ot Parliament, underthe penalty ofhigh treaſon. 

The laſt vote , was relative to the firſt as beforetheiſe votes ( all moſt 
as ſooneas he wasin the Ifle of wight) L had fownd out means of correſ- 
pondence with him , and of giving his Ma**, conſtant advertiſements, 
of all occurrencies, whichconcerned him , {oe notwithſtanding this dan= 
ger, of being puniſhed asatraitour; Icontinuedit evento the laſt ; con- 
tinuing to writeto him, and toreceive letters from him, both for my ſelfe, 
and others; the greateſt part, of hisintelligence, both with engliſh, and 
Scotch paſſing throwgh my hands, whileſt Iremayned in England, not 
without great hazard, (as may ealily be conceaved, ) which had it ever been 
diſcouvered , no humane meansthatI ſawe, could haye ſecured my head, 


SeR. $86. Cromwell haveing ( as T havealreadyſayd , and demonſtrated ) 
from tyme , totyme , oppoled , and by his ſeveral artifices ; prevented 
all treaties ( as much as he poſſibly could) and agreements bertwixt the 


King 
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King» and the Preſbitereans; by degrees , wrowght the Earle of Eſſex, 
Bedford, and Mancheſter; the General! Waller , Major General Maſly, 
Major General Browne , and all thoſe Military perſons , out of all em- 
ployment , whome he judged capable, to be apy opſtacle ro hispro- 
jets ; in ſome Kinde reduced the citty of London : andjugled che King 
priſoner into the Ifle of wight , in the cuſtody of Colonel Hammon , one 
of his creatures , he belived his game ſure ; which was the ſole reaſon, 
why I ever declined, all treaty, or coluſion, withthoſe people, foreſecing 
clearly thceirends , and as viſibly their ways to them ; even when the Gc= 
nerallity of the Kings party, aſſured theruſelves, that they would infallibly 
reſtore, both him, and them. , 


et. 87. My ſtedfaſtneſs, in the contrary opinion, and my endeayours , 
againſt that groſs deluſion ; not proftituting my reaſon , to other mens 

ntaſies, procured me many enemies , with very ſevere {enſures ; lea- 
ding diverstoajalouſie, that I had rivited my ſelfz into that intereſt, rather 
for my owne private ends; then for his Mate. ſervice , or for thepublique 
behoofe of the Nation ; which moſt groundleſs ,, and unreaſnable cre- 
dulity, together , with the animoſities , and calomnics which aroſe the- 
refrom, had prepared the way, and facilitated my after ruine , allthowgh 
Iſolemnly , and ſyncerely proteſt ; that I alone declined the one party, 
as being —— convinced, that they defigned his Mat'®. deſtruRtion 
nor applyed my ſelfe to the other, then by his commands , and ( as things 
were in thoſe tymes ) that I Could perceaye no other means for his preſer- 


vation. 


Set.88. Upon advertiſements , I gave the King (which I know he 
had from other hands ( of the _—_—_— yotes , as likewiſe of what Crome« 
well, andIerton, had ſayd againſt him, he ſawetolate, howe perfidiouſly 
they hadjugled with him; which firſt diſpoſed him to treat with the Scotch, 
and with as many of the Preſbitereans in England , as ſafely Could, and 
would be treated with : which evidently refutes that rediculous aſſertion of 


ſome, whoepretend to be the Kingsfrends; that Cromwell , andIreton, 


broke with his Mati*, becauſe hetreated with the Scots ; makeing the effe, 
the cauſe ;. it being notorious to all, whoe had any tranſaRions in (and 
knowledg of) the afftaires at thoſe ſeperate tymes ; thatthe Kiog (after the ar- 
mies propoſalls) had no treaty with the Scots , orany els , till the yotes of 
non adreſſes ; and nnanimous proteſtation of the army , toliye and dye 
; with. 


% 


(a9) - | 
with the Parliament.,_ in the perſuance of thoſe yotes ; and for the ſetle- 
ment of the Gouyerment , without his Ma'*©. and a little after ; thelike 
was done, by theParliament ,, to\liye and dye with the army, for the ſame 
ends: and which was the wonder , of wonders ; the houſe of Lords Paſled 
this reſolution firſt ; with great zeal ; and ſent it downe tothe Commons 
for their concurrence.; whoe for ſome tyme oppoſed it vigorouſly ; till 
threatnings and fear , cauſed many members to abſent themlelyes ; ſoe 
that-it was carryedinthe affirmative , by five or fix yooices, Thus the com« 
mons contended to preſerve the Pecrage; for theaboliſhing of which, rhe 
Peers themſelyes layd this fowndation z which enſaed in about a year after. 


Set. 89. Theiſeproceedings haveing been viſible ; and, his Matie. no 
other recource for the gaining of his liberty , with the preſeryation of his 
crowne , and lite ; came toaconcluſion with the Scorch Commiſſioners, 
whoe were permitted by zhe Parliament to, repairetothe King, abour the 
Gouyerment of their a&ne nation, | ; pin 

i 


Se. go. Theagreement with them , gave ſuch ſatiſfaRtion ; that they 
engaged themſelves to enter into England with an army , as ſpeedily, ag 
well could be; and in order to conjonction with them , ſeverall treaties 
were ſecretly mannaged , with the principall perſons of the Preſbiterean 

arty. In a Parliamentary way ; nothing Could bedone withthem, nor 
by them ; becauſe of the awe of the army ; and the incertainty of many 
amongſt themſelves; whoe in divers debates, voted withthe contrary party. 
Beſides, thatthe very late reſolutions , and proteſtations of both houſes ; 
rendredall propoſitions of that Kinde , vaine , andexceeding dangerous : 
in ſoe much , that there remained no other way , butto treat withthem 
2 part , and with the greateſt Privacy. The reſult was ; that they {ſhould 
declareat theſametyme with the Scotch , the Kings party being to joine 
withthem. Upon the Scotch commiſſioners leaving the Ifle of wight ; his 
Mati®. was more ſeverelyguardedthegever. Not with ſtanding, I hadcon- 
ſtant correſpondence with him : all ( or much thegreateſt part of ) his in- 
relligencies , either with the Kingdome of Scotland , or England, paſſed 
my hands ; not without preat difficulty, danger , and expence. Whea 
all rheſe tranſaCtions were concluded ; the King lent methe following letter 
of credit, to be communicated , to as many of the Gentilemen of the 
Eaſtcrne aſlotiation , as I ſhouldthinke fit ; with the advice of thoſe, with 
wiome i had beforetreated. The Duke of Lauderdalle did methe honour 


ro 
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(41) 
todeliver it me, at his returne from Cairſbrook Caſtel ; and to let me 
owe what was concluded , betwixt his' Ma*i*. and the ſfotch Commil. 

ners. | 


Cair{brooke Decemb: 1647. 


S E#. 91. Gentilemen, I have been long ſince advertiſed by Colonel Banfield, 
whoe [ have of ten employed to you; of your geod affettions 10 my ſervice: and 
ſince there may fall out , inaſhorttyme , an occaſion , wherein they may be 
uſefull to me ; in the preſent condition 1 ant , it may prove inconvenient for 
me; andio you dangerous , that I ſhould give you Particular giretions under 
my hand; [have leftit to Colonel Bamfield , whoe knows my affaires ; and 
has order to communicate to you as much of them ; as4s neceſſary for the di. 


« reftionef your Councels; and endeavours ; for the publique good of your coun- 
- Fry; and for him whoe 55. . 


For the Gentilemen of the Your moſt affured frend 
Kefterne aſſotiation, CHARL E S. R. 


* Jan. the 24. 


SG E#. 92. I have received yours of the 17 preſent ; but have not asyet des 
cypherd , the other letters incloſed ; becauſt I'wonld firſt finiſh this deſ2 
patch to my wife, the Eaile of Laneric , and my Lord Willowby : wheyefor 
excuſe me to the Earle of Southampton, that T have not anſwered his; wich 
1 [hall doe by the firft occaſion : I am advertiſed, thatit has been delibera- 
zed , by ſome of the army, topoſſeſſe themſelves of rhe Daks of Vovrke : 'conſi= 
der if you" cannot finde' means to convey him out of England ; caſe the incle- 
ſed, tobe delivered to him ; for it concerns me neerly to have correſpondenss 
with him at this tyme : let me knowe as ſoone as maybe, your opinion touching 


this buſineſs; farewell, 
Fs Your aſſured frend 


mo CHARLES. R 
Sect. 93. Upon the receipt of this letter , I cauſedthe incloſed for his 


Royale Highneſs, the Duke of -——_ be delivered him by a ſure —_ , 
ST fhe2 0 a 7 —_ whoe 


2 HOO 97 | 

whoc had that acceſſeto him which I contd not have * and unſefs my mento- 
ry failes me, (as Iamperſuaded it does nor) he hadbeen pleaſed, not Jong 
before, by Meſſage ; tolet meknowe , that he had promiſed the King his 
father, whileſt he wasin the hands of the army ; to make his eſcape out of 
England, as ſoone #s he Could aftewpr it , of any feaſnable appearance 
of ſycceſs; demanding if Couldnot ſervehimin it ; which Iam confident 
I tad anderttken ; in which refolunion 1 was fally confirmed , by theife 
his Mz, commands; and not knowing whither by this occaſion he had 
mentiohedthe brfinels to the Duke or not ; with hisowneletter, I ſent 
his Royalle Highneſs mine z which was tranimined againe to me ; and 
npor his refolatron,, and anfwer; 1tramed mine to his Faber. The Duke 
was pleaſed to commande me , notto precipirate the beſineſs; but totake 
neceffarytyme; andufeall circomſpettion, not to plunge bim intoa worſe 
conditrors then he was ; Haveing duly confidered what meafures were fitteſt 
tor metotake herein; andgiven the King an account there of : his Matic, 
was pleaſed to-write me the Pewing letter. 


Cait{brooke the 22 Feb. 
& E4.94.1T have received yours of the 14. prefent;and beingweary with decy- 


phering it; 1 cannot anſwer to all its partieulars ; nor is it needfull; 1 will 
exlyrell you 1n-Genevall ; that I approve what you have allready done ;, and 
tier youpropoſe , for theſaveing of the Duke of Tork, I confirmethe promeſſe 
be has made to Howard; and the aſſurances, you bave given him in my name ; 
(0.be- continued in the Charge of Maſter of his borſe, allthowgh the Parlia+ 
wont has made bins (oe, The reft 1 leave toyour condutt; committing you to 
Gods Preyidonee ; rxawhle not.zeur ſelfa, about my other affaires ; but Dinke 
ently. of +yhns you bave rom in your hands : bring him ( if poſſible) either to 
bis Adardan, or plar; farewell i 
Your aſſured frend” 


CHARLES &. 


__ . 'Fax ſome Important reaſons , which I acquainted his Matie. 
with, Tad this buſineſs untill the end of Aprill following ; at which 
tyme, it ſucceeded happily ; to the great contentment ofthe King, and 
of the Royallefamely ; his Highneſs arrived ficſkin Zealand ; and the next 


in Holland. 
= Sect. 96, 
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Se. 96. About fix weekes after , . the Parliaments whole flect, quitted 
their unlaw full maſters, came to anker in Gor&cRode; delivering them- 
ſclves up torhe Duke of Yorkas their Admirall ; which they knew he was 
bythe Kingbia farhers patent 3 and was really rhe occaſion of their coming 
thicher ; andſubmittingto him.  . Sag 

Sea. 97. The winde wbich was favourable to bring them into Holland ; 
prouvedaſtorme to me, which occaſioned my wrack eyer ſince ;. baveing 
uobappily given {ome councell copcerving thar- fleet (it ſeemes ) with t9 
much precipitation ; which was well meant; very ill taken, becauſe moſt 
bitterly repreſented , by aperſon of qualizy , and (to dochim but Juſtice ) 

of merit ; betwixt whome , and me , there was at that time ſome com- 
petition , about particular matters ; who according tothe ordinary prati- 
ccin ſuch cales; to ruine my credit , and increaſc his owne; held it expe- 
dient, tocouver his privateanimolity , under the ſpecious vaile of Zalto 
amore publique intereſt, Tſhall _ declare, what I have everproteſted; 
that I had no other end , or deligne ; then either freeing the King out of 
his Impriſonment in the Iſle of wight ; or (it it were fownd Impdſlible, 
which I did not then belive (nor doe now) that is was) to have landed 1500. 
or 2000, men at yarmouth , to have countenanced a riſing in northfolke , 
{uftolke, andthe other adjacent Provinces of the eaſterne aſſotiation : the 
robabillity oftheone, or ofthe other , I ſhall here. expoſe to any reaſna« 
le conſideration. 


Sea. 98. Firſt w—_ the Kings freedome ; I had been aſſured out 
oiEvgland, ofalandingplace inthe Iſland ; which Ilooked upon , as the 
greateſt difficulty. 


Se. 9g. Secondly , that we Could have landed with 2000 Meng ha- 
vyeingraiſedat that very tyme in Holland about 1200 Englith Soldiers, of 
the reduction, which the States had then made of the troupes of our nation , 
and might well have added to them upon ſuchan occaſion; 1000 lea men 
choſen out ofthe Fleet ; beſides that great aſſurances were given , thatthe 
inhabitants, would bayeriſen , withus , it we could haye furniſhed them 
with armes , which was to haye been done. | 


ScR. 100. Thirdly , I could ns conceaye (in caſe ofafreedeſcent 
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on land) any great, orlong oppolition wee Could have met with by ſea, 
not the leaſt; the Parliament , not haveing had one thip of war fittedout, 
inten weekes , or three months after. By and, aslittle; except what Co- 
lonet Hamond Could have made , with not above 5 or Goo foote, which 
was all he had; nor Could have hoped for more. Croniwell with the greater 
partofthearmy was marched againſt the Scots ; Fairefax engaged before 
Colcheſter ;..and ſome conſiderable parties , of the army , diverted into 


walles, by riſings there for the King artthe ſame tyme. Moreover , if they 


Could have ſent an army entire to portſmouth ; or any other part upon 
that coaſt ; to have been tranſported into the and ; not abarque, or bote 
Could have paſſed , without either being ſunke , , ortaken. Beſides there 
were many of the brayeſt , and beſt officers , whoe had ſerved his Matic, 
whoe were Embarqued in the fleet : as Prince Mauris, S*. John Boyce, Co- 
Ionel Waſhington, S*. Francis Mackworth, and very Many more ; whoe 
weefownd retired into Holland at our ariyall', and ſome followd ; noris 
it to be Imagined, thatin ſoe glorious an enterpriſe ; bur that the greateſt 
conteſtation would have been , whoe ſhould have been readieſt to have ſa« 
crifiſed themſelves. For my part I neyer could'apprehend any other diffis 
culty in thisattempt, then to have landed; which we hadgreat, and likely 
aſſurances of; andin all eyents, our retreat wasſure, and the fleet atlibert y 
for any other deſigne, in caſe that could not haye been effeRed. 


SeR.-101. Which was, to have landed at yarmouth : where we were 
ſure of a free reception : and did perſuade my ſelfe , that a body of 2000 
Soldicrs would have bad the _—_— of doublethenomber ; and haye 
encouraged the whole county of northfolke to have riſen : which had been 
very well prepared by my tranfaRions before my leaving of England: ; with 
Sr, John Hobart , and divers more of the Gentry of that ſhire , by the 
Kings commands and credentials. | 


SeR. 102. Theiſe were yeonly endsT had in that tranfaRtion, which wis 
then ye firſt ſtep to my utter ruine: ifthere were any little irregularity asro 
ſome formalities , in the way leading there unto ; the moſt it Coula have 
amountedto , was an errour committed throwgh to much precipitation, 


' & erneſtneſs, which (Ihoped') could not have been conſidered as acrime: 


To have given advertiſement tothe Queen, and Prince; fourteen days 
tyme (atlealt ) muſt have been loſt ; which might have rendered the whole 
deflein, either Impoſhble, or mych more difficult , and hazardgus. More 

: over, 
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over, if it ſhould have been refuſed (as peradventure it might) to have 

'gone forewarde with any enterpriſc , howe neceffary , how profitable, or 
| any lorious ſoever , would have been conſidered as defobedience , and 
have tallen under the interpretation of contempt. 

Moreover, I conſidered , that the firſt , and chiefe duty whichthen 
Jay upon me, was to contribute all I could towards the conſervation; and 
liberty ofthe King ; being likewiſe preſfed by aſecond, which I concluded, 
weighed not much leſs , Doth of dependence , and obligation ; from al 
which reafons joyned to the Importance of the deligne , which Could not 
admit delay, I thowghtthe wiſeſt conrle was to put it Imediately in practiſe, 
and after , to have excuſed the omiſſion of ſome circomſtances , by the 
weightand preſſureof the affaire. Beſides , I conſidered , that if the ſuc- 
ceſs followed , which was reaſnableto hope for; a ſmall errour would have 
needed nogreat appologie : and if it didnot ; I was reſolyed to bear the 
blame ; we. I hare abondantly done , thowgh I did not foreſee, it would 
have fallen ſoc heayy on me, nor have duredto perpetuity. 

In the midft of theiſe tranſactions , his late Mafie. arrived at Helvot 
fluce ; to whomea very bitter repreſentation was made, of my proceedings; 
notwithiſtanding , twoe days after , his Majeſty was gratiouſly pleaſed, 
to vouchafe mee a free , and particular audience , to hear indifferently 
what I could ſay; either for my Jafticuion » orexcuſe, wb, was mnch to 
thepurpoſe, Thaveherealeaged. Hayeing patiently heard me ; his anſwer 
was , very neer in the following words , or art leaſt , exaftly to the ſame 
ſence. Colonel Bamficld , I am unwilling to belive all I have been infor- 
med , concerning your late proceedings, about this fleet ; for if Idid, 
I ſhould truſt you no longer; wherefor I am willing to credit what you ſay , 
astotheends you had; but varus ng bay your owne acknowledgment, 
you cannot deny , butthat you have (in the wayto them ) very much fay- 
ted in your duty, andreſpe& to me; but being contented to hope , that 
it has beenthrowgh haſte', and inconſideration , without malice ; I par- 
done this fault freely , and charge you not tobe difcontenrted ; tor if I thal 
eyer perceavethat you are, I ſhalbbe more diſpleafed with you, thenIam, 
tor what you have now done. 

' Iconfeſs nothing could have been, more generous, nor moregratious; 
and I reſented it accordingly ; with that humility, and thanckfullneſs, 
wb. I was obliged to doe. | 

About theſametyme , the Scots with an army , of 20000. Men, mar» 


* chedinto England , anſwerableto the accord, that their commiſſioners, 
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not long before , had made with the late King , ofever happy Memory : 
his faithtull ſubjects in England , began to riſe 1n ſeverall / 24 of the nati+ 
on; as hadbefore been agreed upon ; it beganin Kent, ſomething unſe- 
aſnably , and throwgh ye little ( or rather no) experience of tholewhoe 
commanded ,, was more ealily , and more {pctdyly diſſipated , then was 
expected; had they underſtoode theyr undertaking ; to have left their awne 
province, - and marched to Arundel , in ſuſſex ; ye neer adjoyning coun- 
Ty ; w4. waspreparedtohaveriſen with them , betore left England : ha= 
veing polſelſed themſclyes of that faltplace, defended on the one ſydeby a 
navigable niver ; on another , by a {trong caſtle , fituated-on allmaſtan 
in acccſlible elevation; on athird by adceplake; neer muſquet Shot over ; 
and by cutting a narrow dam betwixtit , and the river; the water Could 
have fallen into itifneedfull 5 on ye fourth , bya wall, and ditch, thowgh 
without fanque , which'in twenty four howers Could have beencaſt up, 
afterthe manner of a goodintrenchment : about 200 paces Further adyan= 
ced; was an old rampart of Earth , ſufficiently high , which reached from 
theelivation of growud , whergon ye Caſtel ſtands , to the fide of the la- 
ke , which was a ſingular help , to a moſt advantagious retrenchment; 
which in cightand forty howers , by many hands , Could haye been ren- 
dered of Admirable defence ; by the direRtion ofany , whoe underſtood 
the adyantages of g [for an encampment ; and that hadany indifte. 


_ eat, generall knowledg offortification; which moſt officers , otany con- 


{ideration, cither underſtand reaſnably , or owght to doe : beſides , if it 
came to be forced; all theground within it , was commanded , both by 
the Caſtel, andtowne; and this part was the weakeſt of the foure ; I men- 
tionthisonly, as one ofthe ſtrongeſt , and moſt Important poſts in Eng- 
land, orany wherecels that I baveſecn, for the defenſible encampment of 
any reaſnable body ofan army ; which that riſing inKent, then amounted 
t0; and would have been double the nomber had tacy marched to Arrundel, 
by the addition of force , they would haye had , out of ſuſſex, and Ham« 
ſhire; both which Provinces , were for diyers months before prepared to 
riſe , with the firſt reaſnable occaſion ; and poſting themlelyes taſtly tor 
defence , I much queſtion whither the army of Faickax ( which conſiſted nar 
at that tymeof 7000 tote) would have attempred them as they might have 
Layne: atleaſt, would hare fownd a long worke to-havereduced them ; and 
giventyme, and aportunity to the relt ofthe nation to have riſen ; and 
tormed themielyes, into ilome conliderable.,, and {clid bodies. And as this 
had bcca , the moſt counccllable , and alltogether Practicable , in that 

| part, 
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Proyident ſoldiers. 


part, aridoccslion; fochad it been much more needfull , and profitable 
to the whole undertakeing , and common intereſt of the King , and his 
faithfolt prople ; had the Scors army taken the fame meaſures , when they 
were advertifed that Cromwell advanced towards them ; and havcing en. 
camped themfelves advantagiouſly , with a fuſhkcieot intrenchment, as 
they had places in abondance , where they marched tohavedone, allmoſt 
I ably ; and by that means have kept themſclves from theneceſlity 
effetring, unleſs upon ſach certayneadyamages , as muſt probably haye 
produced the ruine of their enemy. 

As it ws Cromwells intereſt , and refolntion , to fight them as 
forme as poſſibly he Could ; foe was it no leſs theirs to temporiſe , by 
a defenſive war. After them ; divers of ye nobility , and cheit Genery , 
in Northemberland , Cumberland , Weſtmerland ,* arid Yorkethire , 
were it a combination together ; and rayling of forces with all diligen- 
ce; infoe much , that had the Scots but aroyded fighting , tor the ſpace 


of one month ; which with great caſe theymight have done , by the 


advantagrous poſts ,/ whereot in divers places throwgh which -they had 
matrthed, they Could have had ther choife : by a good emrenchmene 
( which at other tymes , was obſerved , they fufficiently underſtoode) the 
forces of the four Provinces I have named , wouldhavecin thattyme , com- 
poſed a ſolid body of an ariny , more conftderable for Nomber , andin 
all other regards, then that of the Scors amounted to. Beftdes thoſe of 
the caſterne affotiation , were fully , and unanimouſly refolyed to rife : 
Cornwell; Devon, Somerſet, and Dorſet , thelike ; and wanted only a 
month or ſix weeks tyme : in fine , the whole nation wasprepared asto 
the ſame end ; and were in the way towards it ; when the ſtrange , and 
allmoſt wonderfafl defeat of the Scors army; by Cromwells, not conſiſting 
of halſe their nomber ; broake all other meaſures , which had been taken 
upon that fowndation , by concert fomemonths betore. 

As they had negleRed whar I have allready mentioned , touching en-- 
eampment ;. foe when they came to fight ( as if there had been a fatallity,, 
bothin the conduct ; and ſucceſs , they neither made uſe of the great advan- 
tagesof their nomber, their army havcing been foe ranged , that the gre- 
ateſt halfe of their rroupes nevercame tofaght ; nor profncd themtelves, 
of that benefirof the choyfe of grownd , and other commodities , which 
a defenſive army may have , againſt an enemy whoe attacques it ; which 
owght allways to be held in cheife conſideration , by all experienced ; and 
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Bat toceaſe from all further reflexions ; that army was unfortunately bea- 
ten,and ſoetotally diſſipated,thatit was not believed that 5000. of them, ever 
returned to Scotland : rhis miſcarriage and -miſforture , ſtifled divers great 
deſignes abortively, upon thepoint of their production ; and cut of others, 
which were begun, before they Could come to any maturity. 

Haveiog been at that tyme, privy to all the delignes, and meaſares, for- 
med andtaken, in that conjonQure , andin thoſe tranſaions; as likewi- 
fe actively induſtrious, in the contriving , and advancing of moſte of them ; 
which ( according to humane Jetamans I was fully | pap » couldnot 
have fayld oftheend, where unto they were direRed ; of the Kings liber- 
ty, and happy reſtauration , both tor himſelte , his porſtecity , and ſub+ 

ects. 
: His late Mati*, was out of the hands of his enemies ; the King now 
raigning eſcaped out of England; the Parliaments whole fleet leaving them, 
returned to their obedience to their Souveraigne ; the Scots entered 
into ye heart of England, with the formed body of an army of twenty thows 
ſand men; riſingsin ſeverall-plates ; an univerſall, and well formed reſo« 
lution, throwgh the wholenation , to doe the ſame ; and upon the yery 
point of being pur in execution ; one great (andindeed unreaſnable) er- 
rour; andtwoe, orthree others , not much leſs (which to avoyd tedi- 
ouſneſs, as wet as for other reaſons I mention not) ruined all ; and ſhortly 
after, the whole fabrique of Gauyerment ; cauling ſuch a violent , and 
Generall Conflagration , as I fear even to this day, has never been totally 
extinguiſhed ; but as tyer hid in the cayernes of the earth , is often ſubje& 
to make very dangerous irruptions. - we | 

The Scotch army totally defeated ; Cromwell Marched towards Scot- 
land; all other parties in England , which had declared for his Mati®, were 
eaſily diſſipated , and all places ſudainly reduced ; the humane cauſe, of 
this extraordnary , and moſt anexpccbunds ruine of the Scots forces, 
wasattributed, to the ſecret correſpondence , which was more then belie- 
yed, to have been , berwixt ſome of the diſſenting clergy ( which were 
much the greateſt nomber ) with other ofthe nobillity , whoe had oppoſed 
moſt violently , that expedition into England ; and Cromwell, As likes 
wiſeto the greatinfluence they had upon aconliderable, part of that army; 

| <a to ſome; and had very convinciog appearences to all: both 

from their extraordinary conduct, in ſuffering themſelves to be conſtrained 
to fightagainſt their wills, and contrary to the common intereſt , of the 
CaulctÞcy had in hand z and when they engaged ; fog m_ny to 
Ve 
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' whoe were frends totheantient Gouyerment ; and to the lawes oft 
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have ordered the buſineſs z as not to have browght halfetheir army to fight : 
as likewiſe from the tranſaRtions , and accord , betwixt Cromwell , and 
that partie ofthe Scotch, when he came upon their borders, 

The whole face ofthings, being thus unexpectedly changed , the more 
ſevere part of the Prefbitereans , whoe had not long betore concurred, 
with the armies partie in. both houſes , to the yote , of non adreſſes tothe 
King, apprehending ( whenit was to late )) the danger of the totall ſubyer- 
fion, oftheantient Gouverment , ofthethree Nations; by theiſe allmoſt 
prodigeous ſucceſſes of the army , changed their mindes ; torſooke the 
army party; and joyning themſelves, to the moderate Preſbitereans (whoe 
in truth , and reallity , were ſtrong Proteſtants, but no Preſbitereans ) 
were by much ; the more numerous in both houſes ; nullified theformer 
reſolution ofnon adrefles to the _ ; andagreedto a ſpeedy treaty with 
him; hopeingto have concludedir betore Cromwells army, Could March 
ſouthward , and joyne with Fairefax ; ſoe to have browght his Matie, with 
freedome, Honour, and ſafety to London : to have voted all the Gene. 
rall officers commiſlions voyde ; to have employd others in their char es; 
and at'the ſame tyme , to have rayſed aniewarmyin , and abour Lendine 
by which means, it was hoped , all parties would have agreed n—_— 

e Na- 
tion; which were undoubtedly , nine parts of ten , in all three Kingdo- 
mes. | 
Aday wasprefixed , for-the beginning of the treaty , forty days limited 
forits continuation ; thowgh that it was beliyed , it would have been con- 
cluded, in ten ; throwgh the neceſſity of the intereſts on both ſides. Which 
hadit been , I am confident the King had been happily reſtored , and a 
multitude of Calamities prevented ; which enſued at ( and ſince ) his death D 
and ( as may be fearcd) are not yet ſocentirely ended , as wiſe, and honeſt 
men may wiſh. Artickles were drawne up, and Commiſſioners ſent away 
with themto the Ifle of wight. Abour which tyme , M*, William Moray 
then of the bedchambre to his Royale Highneſs, whoe was permitted to be 
about the King , during the treaty ; wrote me word , that his Mafie, had 
commanded him, to let me know, thatif | Could comeinto England, either 
by permiſſion of the Parliament ( where the Preſbitereans had at that tyme 
the power ) or ſecretly ; my negotiations , at that conjonRure with thoſe 
whoe had formerly had communication with me , abouthis affaires ; and 
my advertiſements to him, .might be of great uſe. 

Asſoone as I had receiyed the letter, _ much ballancing, concers 

ning 
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ning the danger which I expoſed mylelfeto ; I repayred to fluſhing , hired 
a filher boate ot expreſſly , haveing defguiſed my ſelfe , as much as I could, 
arriving in twoe days at London , where I remayned ſecretly during the 
treaty. Very ſhortly after , haveing ſpoaken with Mc, Moray , whoe the 
King ſent expreſſly tro me , with a letter , and with his Commands ; I 
fownd meansto ſpeak with Generall Waller ( whoe was returned from the 
Hague, whither he was conſtrained tofly , ſome months before, and ſate 
now againein Parliament ) and by his means , and ordnarily at his houſe, 
with divers others of both houſes. The great , and ſeyere demands abour 
church Gouverment , which really , and ſencibly , touched his Mat, 

- conſcience , in regard of his othe , and of other conſiderations , the firſt 
torty days to which the treaty was limited were expired , without coming to- 
aconeluſion ; in which tyme T had written very oftentothe King, and 
receivedletters fromhim ; inall I writ , Ihumbly , and yet freely ( as the 
matter required ) repreſented to him , the dangerous , and allmoſt deſpe« 
rate condition of his aftaires, by the protraQtion of tyme ; and ditnot faile 
on the other ſide; to lay before thoſe perſons , of both houſes ,; with who- 
me I had dayly Communication ; as demonſtrably , and as forcibly , as 
my reaſon Could reachto; the horrible confuſion , which would inevita- 
bly arrive , bothin religion ; andthe Politique Gouyerment, to the utter 
ruine of the nation ; the conſequencies where of , their poſterity might 

| feel , and bewaille , in caſe the accord were not concluded tyme enough, 
to makeſomereaſnable, and ſolid Proviſion ; againſt the deſperate 19- 
nes of Cromwell, and hisarmy ( which was on its march furiouſly rowards- 
London) before it Could arrive there ; deſiring them to conſider ; thas 
they would inde empty Lmaginations , ſupportedonly by the votes of beth 
houſes ; to weak to encounter the reall dangers , which threatnedthem , 
and the Nation ; by the audatious violence of thoſe , whoe had allready 
gone ſoefar towards their pernitious projects , that they Couldnever thinke 
themſelves ſecure, but by gocing boldly on to nr bloody accompliſhmene 
ofit : which was clearly , and dayly perceayed , by the comportment of 
Cromwells party in both houſes, 

I wrote an ample letter , as ſencibly , and convincingly as I could to 
the ſame effeR, tothelate Lord Hollis , which tomy knowlede , haveing 
effaced my name ( whither for his owne , or my conſideration 1 know not ) 
he read to others of the commilſlioners ; and fownd means to let the King 

, fee it : thowgh at the ſame tyme , I wrote fully to his Matic. particularly , 
and plainly; it being then no ſealon to leſſen , or renderobje&ts more agre- 
"2 ; | able, 
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able, thenahey' were in themſelves. I repreſented , that Cromwells army ' 
advanced withr all poſſible diligence, Iacquainted him with the practices 
of his party , both in the Parliament , the cuty of London, andin ſeyerall 
other parts of the Nation where they had influence : humbly beſceching 
him toconclude thetreaty , before the army Could approache , to hinder 
the cffects of it : that the Parliament might have had tyme, to have declared 
all che Generall officers commiſſions veyde ; and fome others, whoewere 
moſt deſperarely ative : to make niew Generalls , and to raiſean army in 
the citty of London , andinthe neereſt adjacent Provinces : andtobring 
his Ma%*. with honour, and freedome to London : and lince it was feared; 
that he whoe commanded the Guards about the King , would not have 
obeyd ; as to what concerned his perſon ; in ſuch an unhappy event , I 
added ſome particulars ; which Ithowght moſte conducible, not only to 
the prevention of the greateſt, and neereſt danger to which his Matis, per- 
fon lay expoſed ; but mthe worſt which could fall out, to the preſervation 
of Monarchy, in theperſons of his poſterity , in their juſt degrees, accor- 
ding to thedue courſe of law, in that caſe provided , and not otherwiſe : 
itis moſttrue, that upon a weighty matter, I hadamoſtjuſt, and neceſlar 
occaſion, to mention nominally twoe of his children tohim (as I had done 
when I judged it requiſite very often before ) adding for the concluſion of 
that paragraffe , which contained my humbleopinion ( for it was no more ) 
theiſe following words: that it would undoubtedly be a great ſecurity to his 
affaires , and of no leſs encouragement to his frends ; when his children 
were at the head of thoſe whoe ſhould appear for him ; where withall I en- 
ded my letter , which was the laſt that ever I had the honour to write to 
him. Hadit been then printed, would have fully convinced all men whoe 
might have read it, of my Loyallty, and Zeal , totheKing ; and for the 

re{eryation of his perſon ; and no leſs of my fidelity , and affectionto the 
bake of his lawfull {ucceſfours in thcire juſt degrees ; asGod , Nature, 
and the lawes of the Land bad ordayned ; without ever mentioning , or foe 
muchas thinking upon , that vilainous, and moſt tooliſh hyſteron , pro- 
teron which I was ſecretly accuſed of ( not long after the Kings death) by 
one fingle perſon alone , to have inferred in that letter. Had it been foe; 
it neither was, nor is comprehenſible , howe he Could have knowneit; 
Inever truſted him enough ; to let him haveſeen any letter I either wrote, 
or received: nordidIeverknow, any perſon of what quality ſoever, more 
exactly circomſpect , in Keeping of his correſpondencies ſecret ; and the 
lettersof thoſe whoe wroteto him , then his late Mat'®. was: nor Could he 
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have had any end, which might have counterballanced , the incorivenies- 
Eies that were reaſnable to apprehend for his ſervice ; by communicating 
that lettertohim; or indeedtoany els ; unleſs it had been for their Coun- 
cel ( which this perſon in the judgment of all whoe knew him, was no ways 
capable of , nor proper for) in which regard his Mati*. would rather bave 
communicated it to has other perſons , of the greateſt capacity in the 
nation.z and of the greateſt credit with him: ; and were at that tyme 
permitted about him ; then to a yongne Man , of no Importance; 
and whoe had never ſerved him: thetruth is ; had I wrote , what I was ac- 
cuſed to have done ; it had been in the higheſt degree , factious , and 
ſeditious; as well , as the moſt tooliſh projet ,and propoſition, which Could 
have entered mtothe thowghts of any man , not actually in a frenzy ; and 
fitter for bedlam, then for any reaſnable ſociety : nor Could I ever obſers 
ve, that my greateſt enemies; were at any tyme inclinedto place me in that 
cattegory. In fin my letter was never produced; nor ſeen by any man, that 
I Could hear of; but by my accuſer ; nor by him neither , in that ſence he 
reported it. I well know to what an extent words written, as wellas ſpoken , 
may be wreſted ; ifttherecan in them, be any poſlibility of a double ſence, 
the change of a point, of acomma, or of the leaftaccent , may vary a whole 
ſentence , orperiode ; as may be confirmed by a multitude of examples , 
both in hiſtory , and frequent moderne praftice : but in what I wrote, 
there was nothing but ſimple and categorique naratives , of matters of fact ; 
pregnant , and viltble dangers ; and humble repreſentations , touching 
the beſt, and likelieſt means , toobviate, and prevent them: where ofhis 
Matte, himſelfe, was the moſt competent judge , whither they were reaſnas 
ble, honeſt , and appliquable to-the condition he then was; to have been 
madeuſeof , or rejected ; according to his owne prudence, and pleaſure. 
Ehall here concludethis ; where upon I have the — inſiſted, as being 
the fowndation of my utter ruine : the ſource, of my great ſufterings , 
during ſix, or ſeaven years ; and thoſe calamities, and neceſlities where- 
into I was plonged, at that ty me, the cauſes of my offendinghis Ma'i®. to that 
degree he ever remained. . 

Itis beyondthe limits I propownd to my lelfe , to —_ toa particular 
relation, of the artickles preſented tothe King , of the debates , anddiſ(- 
pures there upon , during the treaty , which has been allready the worke 
of other pens more proper tor it then mine, I ſhall only ſay , that had his 
Matic. and the Parliaments Commiſſtoners , come to the ſame concluſion, - 


they. 
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they at laſt did, fauttwenty days ſooner ( which they might have done , for 
to the beſt of my remembrance , there were twice fourteen dayes-added to 
the firſt torty , which was ſpun out tothe laft three or four ) the King in 
my opinion, had not cometoa violent death ; the Nation , and the pro- 
de Relhmvens had been free from the infamy thereof ; and ſecured, 

inft the cruel confuſions, which Imediately followed the cffalion of 
that blood ; all thowgh his Mati*, and the Parliament werefully agreed; 
and his conceſſions voted entirely ſatiſfaory ; and a ſufficient fowndati- 
on, fora happy peace, and firmeeſtabliſhment in all his Dominions ; yer 
by the violence of the army , which over whelmed all ; very much the gre- 
ateſt part of the Parliament were ſecluded ; andallways kept out ; till Ime- 
diately before the Preſent Kings reſtauration ; divers ofthe members eme 
priſoned, and others conſtrayned to ſave themſelves beyond ſea. 

In this deplorable condition of things , his Mati*, alittle before he was 
remouyed from Niewport by thearmy to Hurſt Caſtel , apparently calling 
to minde_what I had ſeverall tymes repreſented to him , was gratiouſly 
pleaſed to fend me by Mr. Wilkam Moray, the enſuing letter. 


= , towhichyourxpoſe your ſelf , cannot be contreballanced , 
by anyſervice, therenow remains for youto doe me ; the [everity of the 
Preſbitereans j haveing ruined me , and themſelves. Tou will doe well, to 
ſave your ſelfe, and to returne to your Maſter ; and I commande you, not to 
Councell him to any thing, touching publique matters { without the knowledg , 
and approbation of the Queen his Mother , and of the Prince his Eldeſt brother; 
haveing no more to ſay toyou , then to commit you to the protettion of the All. 


mighty God, 1remain. 
Your aflured frend 


CHARLES @ 


Imediately after his Ma" death ; I was {uſpended from the Honour of 
wayting where I had done; and my coming to the court prohibited ; which 
cauſed me to continue ſecretly , and deſguiſed in England , in ſeveral pla- 
ces, not knowing well (in the diſgrace I then was plonged) how to 
ſubſiſt elswhere; beſides that I hoped there , to finde ſome favourable oc- 
calion , of ſcrving the King; where by to remouve his diſpleaſure , thowgh 
it prouved not ſoe eaſy a matter , as ſome to Conlolate me , flattered me 
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I remayned in that condition abouta year, ſome tymes in one place, and 
ſome tymes in another ; till at length , I was betrayd by one whoe had ſer- 
ved melong, whomel had bred up froma boy , and much obliged. I was 
taken, and [mpriſoned , and had certainly loſt my head ; unleſs by the ex- 
traordnary Providence of God , I had fownd the means of ſavcing my lelte 
throwgh a window of the Priſon ; which ( all circonſtances qrangy" way 
was little leſs then Miraculous : the ſea ports were foe laydfor me, that I 
was conltrained to remaine ſecretly in the citty of London, in faithfull 
freads houſes during the {pace of three weeks, when atlaſt , I was convey'd 
over iato Holland , by &. Roger de Lyvedy Capitaine of a Man of os ng 
longing to Rotterdam, A was lince vice Admirall of the Meus« 
{e; twoe or three years after, his {hip was ſeized upon at Hull , heputin. 
Priſon , where I have heard he dyed. 

I had no ſooner ſet foote on land , butI1 was forced into another miſfors 
tune , which was unayoydable , that conſtrained me for ſome tyme, to ta* 
ke my refuge at viennaneer utrect ; which addedto his Mati©5, indignation ; 
bur it vleaſed God, that the occalion in few weekes was taken away ; whe« 
reupon I repayred to Breda , where the King was in treaty with the Scots 
Commiſſioners; his Ma*i®. would not permit me to appear in his Preſence, 
nor at his court ; he agreed with them , went into Scotland ; it wasnot 
alowed me to wayte on him thither , thowgh I made uſe of the interceſſion 
of ſome great perſons, in no leſs credit with him, to obtaynethat Grace. 

Shortly after I followed , in company with the with the Earle of Diſert, 
where being arrived Duke William Hamilton , whoe w2s killed at woſter, 
the late Duke of Lauderdalle, with moſt of the Nobility of Scotland , whoe 
were then about his perſon , employ'd theire mediation , as erneſtly, as 
duty , anddeſcretion would admit , to bring me intograce , but Could 
not obtayne any thing ; which conſtrained me to returne againe into Hole 
land. | 

Inthis State I continued about five years, endeavourivg to doe all the 
ſervices I Could: trequently, agitated , berwixt hope, and deſpaire ; till 
at length I had the happinels co pertorme ſuch a ſervice as that ſome very 
great perſons, bothin quality, and credit , Improuvedit all they Could, 
ro reſtore me to his Ma*'®, favour ; whoe prevayled foe far , asthat he was 
pleaſed , to admit_me into his Preſence, and to kiſs his hand ; asallſoe to 
receivethe account I hadto give him , of ſome matters which regarded his 
ſervice ; and to deliver his opinion freely enough, concerning perſons, 
and things, rclative there unto, 

Which 
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' | Which gave occaſion for me , and ſuch as wiſhed a period tomy 
miſfortunes, to hope that by degrees, I-might have recouvered his Mat. 
favour ; which I belive I had not come ſhort of ; unleſs unfortunately 1 
had offended, a perſon of qualicy , and at that tymein the greateſt Credir 
and truſt about him , whoe before mydiſgrace*,” had been ane of my b<ſt 
frends, and very highly obliged me in many otcafions ;: and after my mil» 
fortune, had carried himſclfe indifferently, without docing meeither good , 
or harme ; untill at that conjonture , he began againe to fayour me; 
(giveing) me his promeſſe to doe me what good offices he Could; bur 
being diametrally oppolite in his Jugdment , Councells, and Proceedings ; 
tomy humble opinions , touching the likelieſt, means , leading towards 
the Kings reſtauration ; I unhappily uſed to much freedom in my argu- 
mentations with himſelfe ; and exceſſively more , in my diſcources with 
others, concerning him : in a letter I had written tothe Earleof Ditert , 
then at Antwerp ; which was intercepted (to avow the truth ) Ihad made 
ſome bitter reflexions upon his conduct; thowgh without ( xameing ) him; 
but being examined before his Mati*, and his Councel , whither I had 
written that letter ar not 3 thowgh only a copy was produced ; and 
but three or four lines read (at firſt) ro me; I owned it, The reading 
ended, I was aſked whoeI meant, by theperſon not named, on whomel 
had made diyers reflexions ; I waved thedeclaring thereot , by all the eyali- 
ons that my invention Cauld furniſh me with ; foreſecing into what a la- 
berinthe of niewe trowbles I ſhould winde my ſelfe ; if Ientered into the 
liſt withhim : I knew it would bein all kindes, impar congreflus Achilli; - 
at length , the King himſelfe commanded me to declare whoe I meant; 
which without the higheſt contumacy , I was obliged to doe :* thus finding 
my ſelfe involontarily engaged ; I undertooke the Juſtitying of all the par- 
ticulars of my letter ; which I endeavoured with much more ardor, then 
was ſutable to the condition where in I at that tymewas ; whereby I offen- 
ded his Mati*, in the higheſtdegree; and was blamedeyen by thoſepreſent, 
whoe wiſhed me well. | 

This niew wound prouved incurable ; leading the King to areſolution 
bf remouving me entirely out of his ſervice, whereof, I wanted notinfor- 
mation : which made me ſeek an oportunity to haye audience by him : 


which at length I obtayned. | | 
I began to ſpeakabout things , which concerned his (ſervicein Scotland ; 


haveing heard me ; and demanded ſomequeſtions , which naturally aroſe 


trom what L had repreſented ; I Could perccaye by his anſwerin the con - 
Clufte 
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cluſion ; that he had no minde to havethat firing further touched upon : 
in ſoe much that I paſſed from it ; to my owne particular concernments: 
after haveing layd betorehim, the unhappineſs of my condition , throwgh 
the long continuance of his diſpleaſure ; I humbly beſowght himto graunt 
meany one of three things; he was pleaſedtorejeRtall ; thowgh they were 
eaſy ; of ſmall Importance , and without the poſlibility (as I conceaved) 
of any harmfull coaſequence: whereupon , I threw my ſelfe on my knie, 
humbly beſeeching him_not to caſt me entirely of ; that I had ſerved his 
Royall father ; - his Mati*, himſelfe, and the Crowne faithfully from my 
youth: thatTI had the ſame affeQion to his Perſon , and fidelity to his ſer- 
vice, whichTIhadeverprofeſled; and in many occaſions , (fignally demon- 
ſtrated: that nothing Could deminiſh my Zeal, bat unreſiſtable neceſſity. 

His Mati®, anſwered, he Could not belive , that thoſe would ſerve him 
faithfully , whoe he did not thinke well affeQed to him : that I had ways of 
my owne , and followed my owne councells in his buſineſs, which he 
would not ſuffer ; I replyed , that if I had done ſoe ; it had been when I 
was at ſuch a diſtance from him , that I Could not receive hisorders, and 
that whatT did ,' I thowght beſt tor his ſervice ; but that in the future, T 
would never doe any thing eo to publique affaires , without his Ma- 
jeſties poſitive commands : he replyed , I cannot graunt any ofthe things 
youdelire; one ofthem atthis tyme,, is not in my power ; not beingin 
a condition to helpethoſe I would ;$Fother twoe , I doe not thinke for 
my ſervice ; nor have any furtheWgployment for you. Theto ſencible 
anxiety , wherein Iwas ; finding mygfelfe irreparably ruined ; utterly de- 
prived ofall means to ſubſiſt, and hopeleſsfor the future: ſoe trowbled my 
reaſon, thatI broke out of thoſe bowndes of duty , and protownd reſpeR ; 
which inall conditions , Iowght as a ſubject ; much more as a meniall ſer- 
vant , to have confined my ſelfeto ; andſayd, itis Impoſſible for me to 
livethus any longer; it your Matic, will abſolutely abandon me, I can haye 
no other refuge , then to endeayour to returne into England ; and ſeek 
my bread amongſt your enemies , whoe [I have hitherto oppoſed, withall 
the vigour , and induſtry, I Could : where upon herole trom the chear 
where he gave me audience , and told me ; I havenomoreto ſaytoyou, 
nor will ever have moreto doe with you ; and ſoeretired out of the chame 
ber. M 

Some perſons of the greateſt Calibre , by whoſe means Thad obtayned 
that audience, whoe were preſent ar a little diſtance, and had heard all that 
was ſayd, reproched me with indignation, for my laſt words; calling them 


raſh, 
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ralh, undutifull, and inſolent ; and that none of my frends (afterwards ) 
Could ſpeak more in my favour ; with many other ſuch like expreſſions ; 
andindeed, Ifowndthemeyer after much more Cold then formerly : I 
procuredan audience againe from one of them ; not without ſome difficul- 
ty; which was likewiſe, thelaſt, Lever had ; where repreſenting the hard- 
neſsof my condition, and mentioning (as modeſtly as I Could dreſs my 
complaints up ) my paſt ſervices fordiyers years , which were very well 
knowneto the perſon to whome I ſpake ; one whoe was by , made anſwer 
in ſome kinde of heat ; all porn lervices, are loſtin the ill ſucceſs of the 
Kings buſineſs: Other expreſſions, as ſharpe as that, were added; which 
I then thowght( as I now doe ) were obo » todriye mee off from the ho« 
pes o lubſilance , trom thoſe to whome Ihad'adreſled my ſelfe ; fearing 
(peradventure ) that my ayme wastopin my ſelte on them, whoe at that con- 
jonRure, werein no very oppulent condition, Iſowght , and (in private 
for all were cautious ofnie , ſceing the Kings great , and declareddilplea- 
ſure) obtained an audience , from another , where I had placed my laſt 
hope, and refuge : heheard me attentively , but ſayd little : only in the 
concluſion , he told me he was very ſorry for me , but ſaw not how he 
Could help me : to appear in my behalfe would make my condition rather 
worſe, then better ; as he {ayd I might my ſelfecaſily conceave; and Could 
in ſome kinde prove diſadyantagious to himſelfe ; upon which termes I re - 
tired, never haycing ſpoken to himfince ; nor isitlikely , thatTI ever ſhall, 

Thus finding my diſeaſe (under which I had long lavguiſhed) becomein- 
curable ; and that all thoſe , whoe had either kindeneſs , or compaſſion 
for me ; began to apprehend my ſickneſs as contagious: asis done in the 
peſt (with @ Lord bave mercy uponme ) had abandonned me: as periſhing 
menin aſhipwrack, ſave themlelvesasthey can; ſoe 1 returned into Eng- 
land, haveing no other __ innature: .which Idid openly, and avowed- 
ly , as had before declared I ſhould be conſtrained todoe. 

During the interyall betwixt that tyme , and his Matic. reſtauration, T 
did many things, which gave him Juſtreaſon to continue, and toaugment 
his indignation, if that were poſlible, 

The Kingwasoutothis dominions, another autbority eſtabliſhed ; whe- 
re unto the three nations either volontarily , or by conſtrainte had ſubmit- 
ted. Being thus Throwne out of his ſervice, andout of all truſt , and Em- 
ployment; I abandonned my lelfe to thole councels , which an. inſuppors 
table neceſſity ſugeſted,to me, that according tothe Judgment of the ſu- 
preme legiſator , renders divers other lawes diſpenſable. | 

| H Iſtayd 
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E ſtayd notlong in England; had no converſation with any of the Kings 
frends; which avoyded more then many ofthem did: me. I was ſeldome 
there; but haveing concluded a very adyantagious capitulation , with Mon- 
ficur de Tillier , at preſent Chancellour of France ; for the rayfing ofa 
Regiment of 200 Englith , and Scots, andhad obtayned liberty to doe 
it; Ireturned to London , to pracure Marchands ſecurity , for my per- 
forming the conditions , on my part agreed upon , before the mony 1 was 
to receive, Could bepaydme. Haveing accompliſhed , what was deman- 
ded , tothecontentment of thoſe concerned; a man of war was offered me, 
for my retranſportto Deep, without my demanding it : I wondered a lit. 
te, at the great civility ; con(tdering it , as a good prefage, that I ſhould 
eneet with noniew interuption, inthe progrefs of my bufineſs : I went the 
next day poſte to Dover ; ſending thence to the Downes , theorder 1 had 
for a{rigat to comethither, where I thowght to have embarqued my ſelfe: 
whileft I wayted for it , dreaming of nothing leſs then Impriſonment; the 
Gourernour of the Caftel , with the Major of the Towne, together with 
fome Soldiers came into my chamber , ſhewing me an'order from Crom- 
well, toſcizeallmy papers, andto bring me , and my ſervants , priſon= 
ners intothecaſtle; not one of them, haveing been permittedabout me; 
nor toſpeaktogether, before they wereexamined ; which thenext day was 
performed: but my tnrne- came not'onnll three or four daysafter ;' which 
was execured with great formality , and no leſs ſeverity , upon ſeaven Ar- 
tickles: which I looked upon, as very ſtrange , and withoutany thelcaſt 
poſibility of ftowndation ; in ſve much, that my anſwers , werepolitive, 
and ſome thing negligent ; ſufficiently knowing , that according totheir 
owne conſtitution , 1m thoſe tymes; they Could doe nomoreto me, then 
to revoke what had been graunted , concerning my leavies , and tokee 
me in reftraint for fome tyme. In a few days , I wasagain examined forthe 


ſecond tyme ; not in the order I had been at firſt ,, but very confuſedly, 


hopeing to have intrapped mein fome contradiction ; but my anſwers, - ha- 
ycing been in fubſtance the ſame, as atfirſt, noadyantage Could be fownd 
againſt me, by that courſe ; andto haye prouved any material! point , I 
knew was Impoſſible : which made me appear very indifferent , notwith- 
ſtanding, the uncivile, and rudethreatnings, of oneof my Commiſlaryes. 

The only thing, which had anyſhadow oftruth, orreafon , was; that 
a few days before my parting from London , a Gentileman with whome ; 
I was very intimate, being atthat tyme Gouvernour of a conſiderable place 
whoe in his heart, I knew was not paſſionately in loye with the cauſe he was 
ENga- 
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engapedin > haveing told mein confidence , that another, underhand ſo- 
e 


| lited his charge, and he feared might deprive him of it. I was very free, 


and open , in my Councells to him , touching the beſt meansto conſerve 


'ſt;: adding in the concluſion, that as long as he held that poſt , inall events 
which Could happen , he might keep himſelfe.confiderable'; he*ap{wered 
'menot a word touching that point: burafter a ſhort, and deep Meditation 


divertcd his difcource , to another ſubjet : the next day he acquainted 
Cromwell with the Councel, I had givea him; not without , both chan« 


'ge; and addition : whither this had been concerted before, and that he 


was cmploy*d to counterteit , jalouſy , and diſconteat to in ſnareme; or 


'that herhowght to profit himſclte in that occaſion, by manifeſting his inte« 


grety throwgh his diſcouvery , to preſerye his charge I Could wever know, 
nor with my ſclte determine; this information , gave mSre credit to other 
Articles , then-otherwiſc , they would haye met withz which Cromwell 
himſelve, as lenght reflected on, as artificial contrivements, of ſome whoe 
he knew ( by manyintercepted letters) werenot my frends , toobſirut my. 
levies ; and to ruine my creditin England, atthat tyme; toprevent my 


'docing the harme, they apprehended, which I'neyer meant : at this very 


conjonQure, there hapned a miſunderſtandingat the Kings Court ( then ) 
at Bridges in Flanders ; ſameperſons haveing retyred thence to the Hage; 


where upon purpoſely to ruine me, advertiſement was given to Cromwell; 


that all beit , I was very deep in his Matis, diſpleaſure ( which he knew as 


'wellas they ) yetI was well withothers, whoe were noleſs his enimies ; and 


that my pretext for liberty , to make leyyes for France , was but tocouver 
the deſfigne I had, to begin a fowndation , for the advancemenr of another 
intereſt ; ſome circomſtances, relating to my affaires ( where of he was not 
ignorant ) afforded no {mall probability to this information , where in he 
was the more confirmed, by the Gouvernours adyertiſement, whoe I have 
mentioned, being likewiſe ſtrengthned , by another , of little leſs Impor- 
tance: which was, that Imediately, before my parting from paris , I had 
ſayd ſomething occaſionally, to a perſon of quality of my ownenation, in 
confidence ; that concerned England , and Spayne ; he contrary to his 
romiſe, acquainted one ofthe French Miniſters with-it, whoewroteitto 
onfieur Bourdaux then Ambaſladour jn England , - and by him was com- 
municated to Ctomwell ; thele twoe circomitances gave much credit to 

the chiefe information. _ . | 
Haveing layne under this reſtraint , three weekes , and nothing to have 
been prouyed , but the Gouyernours — , the bulinels ot Bru- 
, 2 gc 
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es being accommodated ; the grownds whereof heat laſt knew ; and was 
Pally convinced that ] was not faulty in the great deſigne. Which being 
urged by S*. John Renolds, with ſome others, throwghtheir _ ſol- 
citations formy liberty; -and for my permiſhon to proceed in my levies ; he 
acknowledged that nothing ſtuck with him , ſaveing the councell Thad gi- 
yen to the Gouvernour I have allready mentioned: theyaleaged, that all 
humane affaires were ſubje& to mutation ; and that if any change ſhould 
happen, my words Implied no more then a bare poſſibility thereof ; bur 
not thatI knewof any ; or-that I did wiſh , or would furtherirt. That the 
CouncelI gave, wastoafrend, whoe'dgmandedit; whoethen was, and 
whoe allways had been in his intereſts ;/and that any man , upon the like 
occaſton , might have given the ſame Cogncel. 

His final anſwer was; thatafter haveing Impriſoned Colonel Bamfield, 
we can neither truſt him , nor he us : wherefor I cannot now conſent to 
his levies , nor to his continuancein any of the dominions ofthis common 
wealth: his liberty he ſhall have, upon his engagement, to retire abrode 
within four days; and notto returne into any of the three Nations , wit« 
hout leave of the Gouverment : which I did , was ſetat liberty; andto 
keep my word more exaQly then I was conſtrainedto-z. haveing ſtayd one 
day at Dover ; thenext, Ihyredoffan open ſhaloup to calais ; wherel fell 
fick of a violent feaver ; which confined me for ſome tyme to that place. 
Thus 1 fownd my ſelfe utterly ruined in his Mat'®, fayour, caſt out of his 
ſervice for eyer : and by this contrivement , and accident ( for both were 
inthe buſineſs) to gayne my liberty , was conſtrained to enterinto a vo- 
lontary exile : loſt with the Gouverment which then was. ; totally fruſtra- 
ted of the chiefe end* (for which I had broken withall my former frends; 
by procuring lteave , (contrary totheir Councels; ) for my returne into 
England ) which was to have gotten my ſelte to the head of a Regiment of 
2 500. Men of my owne Nation, in the King of Frances ſervice; whereby 
I Could have ſubſiſted with honour ; and Gouverned my ſelfe in other 
things, according to events.” | 

During my ſtckneſs , which was violent, I fownd my ſelfe ſuffiently 
contented to dye ; for being ruined with all the world , ſmall hopes.re- 
mayning to recouyer my felt; I Could better haveſubmitted to a quiet de- 
ata, thento haveſuffered thole bitter anxieties ofa turbulent, and atfli&ted 
life; whichT fore ſaw I was likely to undergoe, as hath befallen me , from 
that very tyme, tothis day; buttheperiode, either of our lives, ortrow- 
bles comes not , as we often deſire : Hayeing recouyered my health; I 
| endes 
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.endeayoured to calme my minde;. which was not without diſordre ; andto 
bear patiently thoſe calamities,, which. I then, felt : and to fortify my ſelfe 
to ſuffer thole , which I forcſawe , I was likely to undergoe ; by adecree 
greater , and more ſouveraigne then ſolomans ; which would require a 
ſupport , ſublimer , theo whatreaſon , or Philoſophy , Couldafftord; 
feeliog in my ſelfe, Juſt cauſetor what I apprehended ; when I deeply re- 
fleted ,: oa the, violent paſſions, inordinate affections, and togreat infirmi- 
ties of my life paſt. I knew ,, plethorique bodies, repleat with vitious hu- 
mours (if there were any hope of cure) had need of ſtrong , and ſearching 
phiſick. Which preparitories , have kept me from being entirely over- 


whelmed, with what I have ſince undergone. 
returned no more into England , till the death of Cromwell ; which 


cametopaſs, neertwoe yearsafter.: S*, William Lockatt , whoe was then 
Cromwels Ambaſladour in France , and Gouvernour of Dunkirck, to 
. whome I had been knowne,, beforc he fell into that intereſt; gave meapaſs ; 
witha letter of recommandation to one of his frends , whoe was at that ty= 
' . me in great credit. 
_ "The factions, and diviſions , in the army : the vinverſall diſcontents, 
in all thethree-Nations ; which Could not longer bear , the contuſions ; 
of thoſetymes ; being deſtitute of all Principles of Gouverment ; either in 
churchor ſtate : the weakneſs of him whae ſpcceeded ; and of thoſe whoe 
followed him ; that amidſt the greateſt Anarchy in the world , figured to 
themſelves, a chimerical Nemocratie;z which one of them Called a republi- 
que, asdurableasthe ſun, and moone ; wherein he vanted. himſelfe to 
have more greatneſs ,. then he wiſhed for ; which in eight monthstyme 
afterwards, terminatedin a ſtrict Impriſonment in the Tower of London 
where he dyed ; and his republique ( as uſually Anarchies doe) ended in 
Monarchy , many. of the greateſt, and wiſeſt men of the three Nations ta- 
king occaſion of theſe deſorders, which underband ſome ofthem increaſed., 
all they Could; apones the way to his Matie, re-eſtabliſhment, 

Thenext day after his arivall at whitehall,, I was comitted cloſe Priſonner 
tothe Tour of London, into the cuſtody of a perſon , whoe had been one 
of the late Kings Judges., whoe was not anly pardoned , but continued for 
ſometyme, as Lieutenant of that place this may deſeryedly be conſidered as 
a wonderfull diſpenſation , to lee me (whoe had very often hazarded my 
life, forthe ſervice of the crowne , and eſpecially for the preſervation of 
that King ) become a priſoner under the care of one whoc had a principal 


| handinhis death ; becauſe he was cunning enowgh , to help to deſtroy his 
F tel- 
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fcllowes , but a few days before the laje Kings reſtauration , #nd when'he 
plainly perceaved, there wasno hamane poſſibility to hinder it, I remained 
under a ſevere reſtraint about aleayen months; when by order, I was browght 
by S*. John Robinſon {then Commandingthe Tower, the former haveing 
been remouved) to whitchall to be examined; which I was upon divers Artic- 
kles; by the Earle of Clarendon, at that tyme Lord Chanctllour , and by the 
twoe Secretaries of State,S*. Edward Nicolas, and Sr, William Maurits. What 
wastrue , Iacknowledged ; pleading an inevitablenecelfty for what I hat 
done; aleadging that thoſethings, Gould not amount tothe crime, men- 
tioned in the warrant for my committment ; 'which was upon ſuſpition of 
miſpriſtan of treaſon ; my Lord Chancellour told me I'was browght thither, 
only to anſwer cattegorically,, to what was demanded of me. That pleading 
of my caule, was fot another place, if it ſhould be thowghr fit to bring me 
thither : notwirkſtahfing that rebuke., upon my further examination ; as 
the matter required, and Could permit, I defended my ſelte, as reaſnably 
asI Could ; in foe much), 'that his Lordſhip told me, Colonel Bamficld , 
I can perceave , . that you have not been allrogether Idle in the Tower; 
ſeeing you arearriyedart ſoe much — the law , at leaſt as you be- 
live; but I muſt tell you , that your wiſcit , and ſureſt refuge will be, 'to 
have your recourſe to the Kings clemency , and not to your Juſtification. 
I anſwered him”, I had great-need of his Matis. Grace ; thatI threw my 
ſelte at his feet, , and Imploredit with all humility ; but was fully perſuaded 
that bis Lo??. deſired not, that I ſhould acknowledge my felte, more guilty 
then I was : he replyed no God forbid ; bur it behouves you to be ver 
Carefull , that fome things yon deny , come notro beprouved , whi 
the King has been informed of , and belives : I added no more , but if 
they Could be prouved, Idcfired no Grace, | 
Thisexamination laſted longer there ; then is neceſſary , it ſhould doe 
here, In the concluſion , I was commanded to withdrawe into an ante 
chamber, where ſome'of the nobility, and divers Gentilemen were, ſtan- 
ding by the fier ; and I went alone to a window over againſtthem ; about 
haltcanhower atter; my Lord chancellour, and the Secretarics Cameout ; 
and being ready to paſs by me ; his Lo??. drew a little towards me, andI. 
witha profownde reverence, neererto him : he ſayd aloude in the hearing 
of all preſent: Colonel Bamhield, _—_— freind : MF, Secretaries, and 
I, are ſencible of your ſufferings , and will doe all we can toobtayne you 
the Kings Grace , and to procure your liberty. And turning to S*. John 
Robinſon , ſayd , Mr, Lieutenant you may let him haye the tull liberty of 


the 
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the Tower ; and all his frends whoe defire it , the freedome to viſit him 
as we returned back in the barge , tothe tower; amopgelt other diſcource - 
{ for then he was become very civile , whae before had treated me excee- 
ding rudely ) St. John Robinſon tald me, that he had conceaved my buli- 
neſs to have been much otherwiſe then he fownd it: that my Lord Chancel- 
taur, bad beenas maderare in his reflexions on my anſwers”, after I was 

goncout, ashehad been inthe examination; andattheend of the debate, 

fpake theife following words, The fomme aftallis', that Catonel Bamfield 

has ſerved the Crowne from his youth ; and when. we left him, he 

left ns. 

Aboutthree months after; his Mati*, ſent anorder for my liberty. Icons 
tinuedſome tyane in London, where Ilived withthe greateſt circomſpeRion 
Imaginable, notro give cauſe ofjalouſy , or offence toany. Till ax length 
S.. Allen Apfty (treaſurer to his Royale Highneſs ) whaedid mag the honoug 
fome tymesto lee me, with a civile and frendly-introdyRtion , to yery ill 
niews; told mein plain termes , thatthe court was againeabondantly unfatiſ- 
fyed with me ; and that Particularly, his Royale Highneſs, the Duke of 
Yorke ,” had commanded himtortell me, that owghtto be carefull of my 
tomportment , that if Lfell into any trowble , he would haye nothing to 
doe-with me ; addingtheiſe words, the Dukeig foe diſpleaſed with you; that 
7 belive it caſter for youto recouverthe Kingafavour the his. 

- I with ſome Importunity urged him toitell me, it heknew any thing of 
thecauſe; rowhich he gave no other anſwer, then that the beſt _cource he 
Could adviſe meto , was, forſome _ toretire my ſelfe our of England ; 
tiltthe publique affaires were foe re-ſctrled!z; that there might remaine no 
prounds of jalohſy concerning me. I replyed , I thall take this night to 
Eenke of it, and'would the next day yu him an account of my reſglution; 
which I did the morning following before he was out of his bed. 

I toldhim, that I had duly weighed his councel., and was determined to 
follow it; that thowgh the ſtorme I had ſtoode out , ſeemed to have been 
abated , yer I Could perceavethe ſea was ſtil unquiet, the winde cqntrary ,- 
and my ankers not the ſureſt; in ſoe muchthat I (ſhould ſeek another port; 
his anſwer was, 'you doe very wiſely ; for in caſe the leaſt newe diſorder 
fhould ariſe; Iam foe much your frend , astotell you freely , that I per- 
ſuade my ſelfe , you would be confined to a perpetualle Impriſonment. I 
replied I had rather dye; hetold me bruſquly, that ; you may calily doe, 
if you havea minde to it. | 


I beſowght himto acquaint his Mat'*, thatif he pleaſed togiye me leave; 
I would 
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I would forTome tyme retire out of his Dominions , till the affaires offtate 
were ſoe ſettled to his contentment, that my returne might give no ombrage. 
© Theapprehenſton of a continuel Imprifonment , had ſoe alarmed me; 
thatI was willing to be gone asſooneas I could ; which made me haſten to 
him agayne, twoe daysatter: he told me he had fownd occaſion torepre- 
ſent to the King my humble reſolution of retirement ; which his Matic, ap- 
rouved. 

f He added likewiſe, that he had acquainted my Lord Chancellour theres 
with ; whoe he ſayd commended my diſcretion ; countelled meto carry 
my ſelfeabrode, circomſpectly, and Dutitully , not haveing to doe with 
tatious , or {ciſmaticall people ; by which means he hopedtoſee me( in 
ſometyme ) recalled from my volontary baniſhment. 'Theiſe diſcources of 
his, together with ſome advertiſements I had , from a perſan of great Im 
portance , at that tyme af his: Mais, councel , whoe cither out of come 
paſſion , 'or frendſhip ; by -one of his neer relations , had deſired to meer 
me inathirdplace ; cauſed me to haſten my departure with ſoe muchpre 
cipitation , as to leave my torne affaires , in a very deſorderly congition : 
tor hegave me ſome light , into the reaſons ef my niew deſgrace; as my 
often frequenting otſome places, thowgh moſt publiquely ; which was ine 
terpreted to my difadyantage , as all things in nature , at thattyme, by 
ſome would have been : {econdly that I had ſpoken words ,, to a'cers 
tain perſon , with greater ,confidence., then diſcretion ; which were 190+ 
ked upon, asmarques of _—_— diſcontent, and of tactious inclinatis 
ONS; he told metheexpreſſions, bur aflured me , that he knew not whoe 
the reporter was: whereupon Inamed the perlon ; avowing that I hadſayd 
thoſe words , -or to'the ſame efteft. Acquainting him with the occaſion , 
which was that this Gentileman , was not at thattyme invery much greatet 
grace, inthe court, then I ;-with whome ſome tymes [ mer occaſionally ; 
and at other oportunitics he did me the honour to viſit me; oneday I retay- 
ned him with meat dinner; atthetible, wediſcourced of many indifferenc 
things, as Itooke themto be ; tor as =_y as he was there', one of my ſer- 
vants was preſent , and (till neerthe. endofdinner ) bis foqteman; whoe 
being gone out of the.chamber, he ſayd ſome words to meabſolutely in ral» 
lerie, which was cuſtumary amongeſt thegreat wits', of whichnomber, he 
really was, both by nature, and acquiſition, as any Lknew of the Nation ; 
the ſubſtance was , a paralelle he made, betwixt me , and one dead ſome 
tyme before , whoe had not been of the Kings mgſt dutyfull {ſubjefs ; re. 
terring to the future courſe of things , as he ſayd they might fall our: I 
| ( {uſe 
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(IſuſpeRting nothing, for we hadlived during the ſpace oftwelye, or thir- 
rien years, with great kindeneſs and familiarity ) anſwered him, in the ſame 
dialet in pure, and manifeſt rallerie ; nor could the thing it ſelf, 
about which he had ſpoken , bear any other ſence, if weighted without 
' - paſſion; andmyanſwer;z muchleſs: itthe antecedent, as wellas the con- 
| 2x had been reported ; but he in another place , and to other per- 
ſons, repeated only (and that grammatically ) my words, as ſeperate from 
his owne, which henever mentioned ; in ſoe muchthat where twoe ſenten- 
cesare relatives, itthe later be reported , without the former , to which it 
related ; the ſence may be wreſted oftentimes , to what one will. Haveing 
recited exatly the whole Matter, with all thecircomſtances, to this noble 
perſon ; he ſhooke his head , and fayd , theiſe are dangerous tymes, 
and ſ\uchare moſt dangerous men; I beſowght him that he would acquaint 
my Lord Chancellour with this buſineſs , andall its circomſtances. He 
replied his Lordſhip knowes nothing of my ſpeaking with you , muchleſs 
of what I ſay to you ; and I deſire he never may , nor any els. Ihave wis- 
hed you well , as long as I have knowne you ; and have been very ſorry, , 
* for your miſfortunes ; and out of pure pitty , haveadventuredto uu with 
you ; to hynder your falling into greater ; which may proveas laſting as 
our life ; andtherefor I hope you will keep this meeting , and what I have 
[yd to you ſecret ; otherwiſe , you willdeal unwiſely asto youſelfe, and 
unthanckfully as to me. Some perſons of the greateſt Calibre , are ſoepre- 
5 your ſelfe in this point, will in 
V 


poſſeſted againſt you ;_ that your clearin 
no kinde helpyou; for the words themſclyes , can bear no aQtion in law, E 


nor be of any other conſequence , then to confirme ſome in the belietlon 
rooted in them ; that you are diſcontented , and that-your heart ſwell: 
with mutinous , and revengfull thowghts ; whichis ſoc ingrafted , that 
itan Angel ſhould deſcend from Heayen to declare the contrary, I may . 
queſtion , whitherit would avayle you. Retire your ſelte as ſoone as you 
can, beyery circomſped& in your whole comportment , and eſpecially in ' 
your diſcources ; wherein your beſt firends , condemne you , as often to 
free: 

| - Speaking to himabout his Royale Highneſs the Duke of Yorke, and my 
Lord Chancellour ; he told me , the Duke is not ( as Thear ) inclined to 
you as he has been ; andI eaſily belive , thatS;. Allen Apſley ſayd the truth 
to you. ( for I had told him what it yas) that his Maſter will notmedle in, + 


your concernments. 
r My 
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My Lord Chancellour bad kindeneſs for you ; wrowght ont your li- 
berty ; was opinion when you firſt came out of the Tower , that you might 
have beenemploycd at ſea ; for the King would notendureto hear of your 
coming to Court ; but now thoſe thowghts of his Lordſhip areoff; and 
thowgh I can perccave , that he wiſnes not your utter ruine ; yetif yow 
{ſhould fall into any newtrowble; you will finde no favour from him. 

I have here inſerted the ſubſtance of this noble perſans diſcource, and. 
( as far as I can poſhibly recollet) his words, Upon theſe advices, twoe, 
or three days after , | embarqued my ſelfe in aſhip of Zealand, and landed 
at Midelburgh, where (meeting with very great civility , and kindeneſs, 
fram all perions in generall) I remayned necr four years ; when by the 
councels , and very cftcQtual recommendations of ſome of my frends I 
went to the Hague , where 1 emma credit, and by the powerof ſome per- 
ſansin Holland , whome they haidengaged to favour me ; I had the honour: 
to be receivedinto the ſervice of the State. Shortly after , Colonel Dolman 
and I were ſummoned by proclamation ( without the fpecification of any 
crime , as the cauſe) to reader our ſelves in Engtand by a day , which 
neither of usdaciag , we were both proſcribed ; and which ( I belive) was. 
- never done befare , by act of Parliament , without any Criminal charge 
aleadged againſt either ; I ſhall nat wear out tyme , with fruitleſs com- 
plaints , nor with any other kinde of reflexions , which can ſignify norhing, 
I only ſolemnly proteſt , that after my profcription , which was (I thinke ) 
inthe very beginning of the year 1556, till the month of April in the year 
1674, LInever wrote letter , nor ſent meſſage to any creature , in any of 
his Majeſties Dominions ; nor did receive any, Haveing not had in all 
thattyme ( being about eight years) the leaſt correſpondence direRly, or 
indirectly, either togaod, or bad ends. 

In the moath of April 1674 , when the peace was concluded, by the 
laſt treaty ofBreda; I wrotethree, or four letters, totwoe perſons of great 

y , in the moſt eminent employments about his Majeſtie, andio no 
leſs credit. Whoe had been bred up from their youth in the {ervice of the 
crowne; one ( with whome had tormerly long and great correſpondence) 
returned me no other anſwer-, then verbally , to hyrwhoedelivered him , 

letter; that hewas very ſorry for the unhappineſs of my condition, bur 
that the conjonGure Caull not permitany man , to ſpeak in fayour of that 
untortunate Gentileman. The other (I know ) did move his Ma''©. in my 
behalfe for my cerurne into England ſeyerall tymes ; bur Could obtayne no 
_ Grace. Em REES :. 4 
= Thus. 
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Thus —_— my ſelfe , moſt entirely ruined , and hopeleſs of everres 
couvering , eitherin England, orels where ; I betooke my ſelfe to a reſo. 
lution, as contrary to my temper , humour , and cuſtome, as one oppo- 
ſite, can well be to another ; where unto I could neyer conſtraine my in- 
clination , throwgh the whole courſe of my life , untill that tyme : which 
was to retire my ſeltenot only from all kinde of aftaires , of what nature ſoe- 
ever; buteven trom the uſual contentment , of humane converſation; as 
far forth as the poſlibility of ſubliſting Could admit z and to leadan Her. 
mitical kinde of life ; to which end , hayeing throwgh the frendſ{hip of a 
worthy perſon, to whome I was knowne; procured inthe country, alittle 
houſe in a garden ; (but as great as my deſtgne. ) Thither I retired my lelfe ; 
and ſoe continued _— the ſpaceof five years ; haveing had in all thatty- 
me , very little other ſociety , then my bookes , and meditarions. not- 
withſtInding this great circomſ{pection ; and harmleſs way of living; I Could 
not be entirely free from ſome practiſes , which had been ( fora long tyme ) 
one of the chiefe cauſes , of my great calamitic ; in ſoe much that I then did 

and doe now ) thinke; that if the yery trees Could have had the diſcour- 
ive faculty ; they would have been employ'd to my diſadvantage; which 
made me as much as was decently poſlible , to avoyd the ſpeaking with all 
man kinde : but in this egiptienedarkneſs ( by interyalls) God extraordi- 
naryly afforded me ſuch glimerings of light , that I Could diſcouver, the 
firſt mouvers, reaſons , ends , andinftruments , of all theiſe practiſes; as 
likewiſe that paſſion in thefirſt; and intereſt in the laſt , produced theiſe ef- 
tes ; from which (I playnly ſaw ) no manner ot life, that I Could confine 
my ſelfe unto , was of {ufficient force to free me. 

Theiſe conſiderations which wereſolid, andreall; exempt trom all Hy- 
pocondriacall vapours , or chimeraes ; together with the very fencible 
decay of my health , throwgh this way of living ; as likewiſe, that melan« 
choly ſencibility of my to heavy diſtrefle , not haveing been Stoicien enough, 
to have loſt my ftceling ; together with other reaſons that I ſhall not men- 
tion; I concluded my return to Leuwarden (ar leaſt for the winter) more 
conducibleto my health, to my ſecurity , and more convenient inother 
conſiderationsthen the country, about the end of Sepiember 167941 poſted 
my felfethere; where Ilivedas free, from all converſation, as L had done 
at Bergum. In the year 1680 , coming to the knowledg of ſome things 
which concerned me in the higheſt degree ; that | Could betouched with ; 


and perceaving by the prints ( which were frequent , andhlled therewith ) 
| EY” that 
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that thedeſordres in England , were riſen to that Height ; thattheſtorme 

ſeemed to blow, fromall points of the compaſs; and not only conjeCturing 

that I ſhould be ſuſpeed , but knowing that I was foe ( thowghinnocent, 

as to all thoſe tranſactions , as the childe whoe had never ſeen the light ) 

I begun to thinke with my ſelfe , what courſe was fitteſt for me to ſteer; 

andafter mnch deliberation , I concluded it abſolutely beſt, towriteinto 

England ; which accordingly I did , to a perſon whoe I thowght Could 

not be expofed toany ſuſpition ; and by their means, (ifthey would have 

adventured it) to have letters delivered to ſome of the Court, whoe 

had formerly been my frends ; this perſon anſwered my letter , and un- 
dertooke whatT deſired, Where upon calling the ſaying to minde , that he 

that wallkes circomſpectly , walkes furely ( allbeit I ſaw no neceſſity to ha- 
ve done it, as things were betwixt England and this State) I demanded. 
leave, trom thoſe , whoe had the powerto accordit me ; for my writing 
to ſuch ofmy frends , as would have endeavourd to get my proſcription taken 
off, free andentire hberty , was graunted me, very Generouſly ; without 
thoſe limitations, which I oftered to Impoſe upon my lelte. 

I wrote three letters, to perſons of Importance at the court ; one tooke 
tyme to reſolve whither he would receive his , or not ; bur after three 
or four days conſideration excuſed it : the other twoe received my letters, 
promiſed anſwers ; but as I have ſince knowne , not finding means to 
obtaine any thing in my favour, wrote not to me. However , at length, 
one whoe had credit, was Induced toreceivelettersfrom me , andto write 
to me; | 

My end , and endeavour was ; firſt to make my innocency appear de- 
monſtrably , touching all correſpondence , or coluſion with any of his 
Matic. {ubjeRs ; either in , or out of his Dominions ; nor to have had 
foe much as knowledg., of any contrivements or deſignes, tcnding in 
any kinde, or degree , to the prejudice of his perſon , or diſturbance 
of his Gouverment. And nevertheleſs , that I knew, negatives were 
moſt difficult to be prouved ; yet by inductions, and necetlary conſes« 

uencies , much may be clearly demonſtrated. Belides, I was certaync, 
that it Could not be in the power of mankinde, to prouve any ſuch 
matter againſt me ; haveing ever fince my reſiding in Freezland , been 
foe exactly circumſpe& , not togive any juſt occalion of jalouſic ; that I 
have entirely avoided the yo withany , whoe I knew , or did but 
Imagine , to haye been ſuſpeted , by his Mati*, as diſaffected to his per- 


ſon, 
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ton, or Gouyerment : and if any ſuch , have deſired any communica- 
tion with me , I have civily excuſed it ; as that which Could nor have 
been benificiall to them , and might haveproved domageable to my ſelfe. 
Nor have I ever done it, to this moment ; either by interview, ſpeech, 
writing , or Meſlage ; ſent, or received. 

Nor | have I had w other knowledge , of thoſe plots , and practi- 
ſes , during theiſe laſt ten years (which haye filled all Chriſtendome 
with noiſe) ſaycing what I have ſeen in print ; and not before it was pu- 


* blique. 


heiſe truths haveing been ſoe made appear , as that they neither had 
been , nor Could be contradicted, by any lawtull evidence , or reaſna« 
bleappgarance , I flattered my ſelte (as indeed Thave done) into the ho« 
pes of getting my proſcription taken off ; and w_ have met with no op- 
poſition from England ( which has allways befallen me) to my obtay- 
ning employment abroad , in caſeof a foraigne war , which till about 
eigh een months ſince, I concluded unayoydable ;. haveing been politi= - 
= reſolyed , to throwe my ſelfe , into the firſt engagement , wherel 
beſt Could , with the fatiſtattion of my Conſcience , thereby to have 
honourably ended (if God had thowght it fit )) an unhappy , and a bur- 
thenſome life, moreto my contentment; then the continuation thereoffor 
many years has been, | 

Perceaving now no means remayning, in this dead calme , which is 
Joyfully believed of zo years continuance , for the lawfull perſuance 
of my deſigne ; being likewiſe deprived of all hopes in England ; I refol- 
ve , during the ſhort refte of my lite with as much tranquility , as God 
{hall pleaſe to youtlate me,, to ſubmit to his holy will, in whoſe booke, 
the nombers of our __ are regiſtred , wayting on him till my change 
comes , whoe {ways all men , and actions, to thoſe ends for which he 
has ordaynedthem : in this courſe, to meet with the leſs interuption; I 
yet detcrmine neither to diſcompole m) ſelte , nor give any ombrage 
to others, by medling with wordly affaires , further then the neceſſity 
of my ſubſiſtance may conſtraine metoit : which I conceave cannot hap= 
pen , if | am dealt juſtly with , by thoſe for whome I have viſibly ſufte- 
red , togreatextremities, for Divers years. 

This being my ſyncereintention ; I ſhallſumm up theprincipalpoints, 
which, bave (in ſome kinde) conſtrained me to become publique , to the 
followipg heads, and ſoc conclude, 

= I 3 Firſt 
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Firſt There declare , and proteſt , ( which I doe with aclear, and {afe 
conſcience ) that ſince my leaving of England , with his Maties. permiſſion ; 
I have had nocorreſpondence, by writing, receaving of letters, or Meſla- 
ges , into , or out of England, or of any other part of his Dominions , 
nor have had any conſultations, or contrivements with any of his{abjects 
abroad, tending tothe rayſing , er fomenting any diſcontents', 'uproors , 
ſedirions, or treaſons, againſt his perſon , or Gouverment. th. 221 
| Secondly that from the year 1665 , after the firſt war was declared by 
England againſt this State ; I neither wrote , nor received any letter' or 
Meſlage, into, or out of England, or any other of the Kings Dominions , 
untill the year 1674. after the laſt peace concluded at Breda, andthen onty 
( asI have allready ſayd ) unto twoe perſons of as great honont , and fide-- 
liry tothe King , as [ have eyer knowne , and of the neereſt places, and 
truſt about him: at whichtyme , I wrote but twoe, orthreeletters, with 
C:-mmunication of ſome perſons , in the greateſt conſideratian in the 
Gouverment of this ſtate. Nothing at that tyme , haycing been obtayned 
ncd for me : I wrote not more , till theendof167g, orthe beginning of 
1689 ; and then writh free leave of thoſe in cheif authority where I was ; 
andonly for the ends, Ihaveallready mentioned. | 

Thirdly andlaſtly, knowing poſitively, andparticularly, that by ſome 
very ill perſons , I have been accuſed, to have ſpoken, undecently, and 
undutifully , concerning the late King , of happy Memory , as likewiſe 
of ſome other Princes abroad ofthe Royale blood; which has been belie- 
ved ,, and contributed as much to my late Calamities, as thoſe other mat- 
ters of a higher nature, and may yet reduce meto greater extremities, then 
I thinke decent for mc to mention. Wherefor I doe declare, thar I haye 
neveratanytyme, noron any occaſion , mentioned his late Matie, neither 
any other Prince of the blood , _—_— of a _ ſucceſſion (atany tyme; 
or event which can happen) to the crowne, but with that due reſpeR and 
modeſty , which became a ſubje& to ſpeak of his Sonyeraigne; oraſober 
man, of ſuch whoe are in a legal poflibiliry to become oe. 

Few men can be ignorant (andto many not inſencible ) of the prodigious 
liberty, which has of late years been taken, of falſe informations inſecret, 
( which being belived, withoutdueexamination'; no man can be fafe ) as 
likewiſe, of Improbable , untrue , and contradiQory evidences in publi- 
que, and of moſt Impudent perjury , which renders ita bold hazard, for 
any mantolay himſclte opento, yet ſuchismy innocency ( as to alltheiſe 

mat- 
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matters) and ſoe great , and full the ſatiſfation of my conſcience, that » 
Lſhall venture to declare ; that if any man upon the earth ; either ot his 
Matis, {ubje&ts, or ſtrangers, willſay, andcan ſuffiently , and authenti- 
cally prove, the contrary to any one of theiſe aſſertions; I ſhall treely with 

my ſoul torgive him, ifhe doesit, and becontentedto ſuffer death. 

Aslbegan, ſoe I ſhall end : that falſe accuſations , with ſecret anddes . 
teſtable practiſes, to deſtroyeme , or at leaſt , to continue me under the 
Calamity which has long layne heavy upon me ( much worſe to me, then 
death ) haveconſtrayned meto this courſe, asunfittorme, asIam for it; 
referring my {elfe to the equitable ſenſure of unpreoccupied perſons; the 
judgment of my cauſe zo God, and my ſoul inall eyents , to his incompres« 
henfible mercy. > | 


